Syrian minister praises UNIDO 

AMMAN (Petra) — Syrian Minister of Industry Ali Tarabuki cm 
Wednesday paid tribute to die United Nations Industrial Dev- 
elopment Organisation (UNIDO)- for its help and. support for 
Arab industrial conference. Mr. Tarabuki wfis speaking at a mee- 
ting held here to discuss# report by a technical committee formed 
by the Arab Conference on fadUstrial Development He said the 
committee’s recommendations were ? jmed at coordinating Arab 
foda&rire andrevfta lismg economic activities and incr easing inv- 
esatnrais m Arab industries. Die meeting was atteodeafy 
Minister oif Industry and. Trade Rajai Mnashcr. Arab Org- 
anisation for Industrial Development Director Hatem Abal Ras- 
hid outlined fee deliberations of the last conference held in Dam- 
ascus in 1984: Earlier, Mr. Tarabulsi was received by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai at fee Prime Ministry. The meeting was att- 
ended by Dr. Muasher and Mr. Rashid. . 



. An indepenaOTwab political daily publi 

icljlla *4 Aawrtll (jL 4jj_ 


J§ 


Foundation 


Nsour returns from OIC trade talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Planning Abdullah Nsour ret- 
urned to Amman on Wednesday at the end of a visit to Turkey 
where he took part in the meetings of a special committee formed 
by the 46-member Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC). 
The meetings, held in Istanbul, discussed economic and' trade 
cooperation among Islamic nations. In a statement upon ret- 
urning to Amman the minister said feat he discussed with Turkish 
Prime Minister Tingut OzaJ JonJaman-Turkisb economic and 
trade relations and the prime minister expressed his country’s 
desire to respond favourahty to Jordan's request for adjusting fee 
balance of trade, now is favour of Turkey. The committee mee- 
tings, Dr. Nsour said, payed fee ground for a general OIC meeting 
to be held in Kuwait jin} February, 1987, and a number of res- 
.olutions concerning financing projects in Islamic countries 
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[^tisKing sends good 
Swishes to Tunisia 


. . t AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
“ King Hussein sent a cable of good 
. r '*-: r wifees on Wednesday to Thmsiap 
- v ; President Habib Bourgoiba con- 
_ n atulating h™ on fee occasion of 
' :^ms country’s Independence Day. 

■v The King wished President Bou- 
' .. rgufba continuing good health and 
^ happiness and fee Tunisian people 
; further progress and prosperity. 

' .s Crown Prince 
^ visits army unit 

Lv ^t r$ AMMAN (Pena) — His Royal 
*V . Highness Crown Prince Hassan cm 
‘wrrj Wednesday visited the Third 
Royal Armoured Division and 
met with its commanders and tro- 
ops and was briefed on their duties 
- v and training programmes. Prince 
Hassan also inspected the unit’s 
activities and watched its target 
..?* shooting exercises. The com- 
V; manders and soldiers of fee unit 
; presented Prince Hassan with a 
gift on fee occasion of his 39th 
. birthday, which falls on Thursday. 
. and Prince Hassan presented gifts 
‘ to veteran commanders of the div- 
jsioa. Later Prince Hassan wat- 
. . chedia soccer game between the 
division and fee Royal Jordanian 
Air Force. 


- 1:1 ^ Amin to head 
■ JTV, Arida takes 
over radio 

' AMMAN (J.T.) — The cabinet 
... Wednesday announced the app- 
ointment of Mr. Mohammad 
Antitt as director of Jordan Tel- 
' .JT evasion. as of March 23,I9$6~Alr. 

. ' Amin, who had scrvedascHfector 
.. X- of news at fee television station, 
! 1". replaces Dr. Mohammad Kheir 
, who has been appointed by the 
cabinet as director of AI Hussein 
Youth City. Another cabinet dec- 
f: C iskm announced Wednesday appr 

r ointed Mr.Issam Arida asdnector 

of Jordan- Radio to replace Mr. 

Suleiman AJ Marini wbo will ret- 
ire on March 23. Mr. Arida had 
- _ -..served as director of Al Hussein 
. ..»*Youth City until his new app- 
ointment. 

" - Al Dustour to be 
L V- public owned 

'V AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Press and Publishing Company, 
fee pobEsher of the Arabic daily 
Al Dustour, announced on Wed- 
; nesday that it was going to become 
a private shareholding company. 
. Jordan Press and Publishing 
Company, which also publishes 
. the English-language weekly, The 

Jerusalem Star, is to sell 65 per 
cent of its shares to public and pri- 
., vate institutions- A similar dec- 

?zi' s ision was taken last Monday to 
. transform fee Jordan Press Fou- 

;>■ , ndation feat owns Al Ra’iand the 

, a * Jordan Times into a similar share 

'* ' holding company. 

2 Palestinians 
;■ killed in Gaza 

> OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Gunmen lulled two Pal- 
'[• esthuans in fee occupied Gaza 
Strip town of Khan Yunis on 
Wednesday, and fled in a car, Isr- 
.... aeli nffk-tak said. Israeli aut- 
r ’’. horities placed a curfew on parts 
- erf the town and later arrested two 
suspects, they said. 
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Saudi and Kuwaiti 
leaders hold urgent 

talks on Gulf war 

Iraq, Iran report new air raids 


Combined agency dispatches 

RIYADH — King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia and Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah of Kuwait were holding talks behind 
dosed doors on Wednesday as Iraq and Iran 
reported air attacks against each other’s pos- 
itions in the five-and-a-half-year-old Gulf 
war. 


Sheikh Jaber flew into Riyadh 
unexpectedly and went straight 
into session with King Fahd. The 
media in both .countries reported 
this without elaborating-howeyer, 
it was believed that fee meetings 
would cover fee Gulf war and fee 
crisis in the world oD market 
Arab diplomatic sources said 
feat fee meeting underlined fee 
urgency of fee situation in the 
wake of fee Iranian occupation of 
parts of the southern Iraqi Fao 
Peninsula. 


The Saudi Press Agency rep- 
orted that Sheikh Jaber arrived on 
a “visitto his brother King Fahd.'’ 
The diplomats said that tire 
Saudi media was carefully playing 
down fee meeting "so as not to 
provoke fee Iranians.” 

The two leaders examined fee 
military situation in view of fee 
recent Iranian threats to Kuwait 
said the diplomats who refused to 
be identified. They said feat King 
Fahd and Sheikh Jaber also exp* 
lored means of mediating a set- 


tlement to the war. 

Iraqi leader phones King 

His Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday received a telephone 
call from Iraqi Preshkat Saddam 
Hussein, the Jordanian News Age- 
ncy, Petra, said. It said Prtsidmt 
Hussein briefed the King on the 
situation at the battiefront 

President Hussein told the King 
that the Iraqi armed forces were in 
“full control of the situation and 
dealing devastathig blows to the 
Iranian enemy,” Petra said. The 
president also said that the Iraqi 
forces have completed the task of 
drtvmg the invaders from fee nor- 
thern sector of the front, the age- 
ncy said. 

An Iraqi military spokesman 
said on Wednesday Iraqi war- 
planes • attacked an Iranian mil- 
itary camp near fee south Iranian 
city of Ahvaz. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Chirac meets potential ministers 
before replying to Mitterrand 


:PARIS tAP) -^- Oanservative' 
Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac, alm- 
ost certain to be France’s next 
premier, held a series of meetings' 
wife potential ministers on Wed -, 
nesday and said he was to answer 
President Francois Mitterrand 
late Wednesday or Thursday 
morning. 

Mr. Chirac's neo-Gaullist Rally 
for the Republic (RPR) party, the 
centre-right Union for French 
Democracy (UDF) and minor rig- 
htist candidates won a slim maj- 
ority of 290 seats Sunday in ele-‘ 
ctions for a new 577-seat National 
Assembly to end Socialist control. 

Mr. Mitterrand, the Socialist 
president who has two years to go 
in his term, met wife Mr. Chirac 
for more than hours' Tuesday to 
discuss the formation of a new 
government It would be fee first 


time in the 28-year history of fee 
Fifth Republic that the president 
andpremier were not of allied par- 
ties. 

“1 can tell you that there were 
no real problems with Mr. Fra- 
ncois Mitterrand," Mr. Chirac 
told reportersathis city hall office, 
denying . reports feme had been 
several points of contention, "I 
will give my answer to the chief of 
state tonight or at fee latest tom- 
orrow morning.” ' 

Mr. Chirac was the only con- 
servative leader called in by the 
president and obviously was Mr. 
Mitterrand’s choice. Official sou- 
rces at the presidential palace said 
Tuesday night that fee "ball is now 
in Chirac’s camp." 

A number ofl ending figures of 
fee victorious parties went to dty 
hall for talks with Mr. Chirac, 


Arafat renews call for 
international conference 


DUBROVNIK, Yugoslavia 
(Agencies) — Yasser Arafat, cha- 
irman of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), renewed his 
call for an international con- 
ference on fee Palestinian issue, 
the state-run Tanjug news agency 
reported oa Wednesday. 

In his talk' with Yugoslav Pre- 
sident Radovan Vhajkovic, fee 
PLO chairman also voiced his 
readiness to continue talks wife 
Jordan on joint action. 

Mr. Arafat arrived on Tuesday 
for a two-day visit to Yugoslavia, 
whkh was expected to re affirm its 
support for the Palestinian cause. 

In his first meeting wife Mr. 
Vlajkovic,. Mr. Arafat said fee 
PLO favours a conference on Pal- 
estine with the partktoation of all 
permanent UN. Security Council 


members and all interested par- 
ties, including fee PLO as‘*the leg- 
itimate representative of fee Pal- 
estinians,” said Ihnjug. 

Mr. Arafat, was quoted by Tan- 
jug as saying he was ready for fur- 
ther talks with IBs Majesty King 
Hussein, “provided fee fun- 
damental l egitima te rights of fee 
Palestinian people, above all its 
right to self-determination , were 
fully respected." ■ 

Mr. Vlajkovic noted that “Isr- 
ael's aggressive and expansionist 
policy remains impervious to all 
proposals for solving fee Middle 
East crisis in accordance wife int- 
ernationally recognised sta- 
ndards.” said Tanjug. 

The Arafat- Vlajkovic talks 
were continuing Wednesday. 
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OPEC 
asks 5 
rivals to 


S .African minister sees 
‘better mood’ over Namibia 


FRANKFURT (Agencies) — 
South African Foreign Monster 
Rodof Botha and U.S. envoy 
Frank Wiser mel on Wednesday 
to dkrrtwt an independence plan 
for Namibia (Soofe-west Africa), 
fee two sides said. 

Mr. Botha, m a honied res- 
ponse to news reporters who- spo- 
tted him in the lobby of a hotel 
near Frankfort airport, confirmed, 
feat South Africa's independence 
'[dan .for Namibia was being dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. Botha said there is a “belter 
mood' foe settling fee Namibia 
indraendence question. 

The South African official 
emphasised that one of fee con- 
ditions is the withdrawal of what 
he called “40 JKlO Oiban troops in 
Angola.” However, other est- 
imates say there are 30 ,000 Giban 
troops backing Angola’s gov- 
ernment. 

\ Mr. Botha dedmed farther 
comment oa fee a g enda for his. 


meeting wife Mr. Winter but it is 
expected to focus on imp- 
lementation of a UN. plan for 
Namibia’s independence, which 
South Africa rales in defiance of 
UN. resolutions. 

A U5. embassy spokesman in 
Bonn said fee talks were a con- 
tinuation of those held when Mr. 
Wiser vis ted South Africa last 
.week, meeting Mr. Botha and 
rouuminity leaders. 

South Africa recently proposed 
August 1 for implementation of 
fee plan but made it conditional 
on the w ithdrawa l of Cuban tro- 
ops from Angola; a principle feat 
Washington has supported. 

■ Mr. Bofea,wfro met Soufe Afr- 
ican ambassadors to Europe on 
Ttaesday, was due to fly bade to 
Johannesburg later on Wed- 
nesday. 

- " Asked if there would be a sta- 
tement at fee end of h«g m«*t»ring 
with Mr. Wisaer, he said: “1 can 
'see no reason at fes stage.” 


mxdbiferedty'-TO -dlscusr the 
make-up of a new cabinet. Jean 
Lecanuet, president of the U DF. 
said he had been asked to become 
a minister. 

“Mr. Jacques Chirac asked me 
to join his government.” Mr. Lec- 
anuet told reporters. “I asked him 
for time to think about it.” 

Other leaders of the five-party 
UDF coalition also met wife Mr. 
Chirac, including Francois Leo- 
tard. bead of fee Republican 
Party, Pierre Mehaignerie. pre- 
sident of fee Centre for Social 
Democrats. Andre Rossinot of fee 
Radical .Party and Jean -Claude 
Gaudin, president of fee UDF 
group in the National Assembly. 

Also among those meeting wife 
Mr. Chirac was Charles Pasqua, 
the outspoken RPR leader in the 
-senate. 


TASS 
launches 
new attack 
onU.S. over 
Black Sea 
‘violations’ 

MOSCOW (R) — The official 
Soviet news agency TASS acc&sed 
fee Reagan administration on 
Wednesday of sending warships 
into Soviet waters as part of a str- 
ategy to reconcile public opinion 
to mgfaer arms spending and its 
“Star Wars” missile defence 
plans. 

TASS said fee alleged violation 
by two US. warships last week 
was a deliberate act erf pro- 
vocation and linked it wife the 
1983 shooting down of a Soufe 
Korean airliner. , 

Moscow made an official pro-' 
test on Tuesday feat the cruiser 
Yorktown and destroyer Caron 
had penetrated six nnles inside 
Soviet waters in the Black Sea. on 
March 13. 

The US. Defence Department 
admitted that fee ships had ent- 
ered Soviet waters but said they 
'were entitled to under int- 
ernational law. . . 

TASS, in a report from New 
York, quoted U.S. newspaper 
reports feat fee alleged violation 
was part of a ntejor spying ope- 
ration by fee Pentagon to assess 
Soviet defences. 

“It is not fee first time that the 
US. a dminis tration has played 
inesponsfcly with the fate of the 
world in porsuit of its political 
objectives?’ fee agency said. 

Xtxecalled fee South Korean air- 
liner, shot down by Soviet fighters 
in September 1983 after straying 
off course over Soviet territory. 


cooperate 

GENEVA (Agencies) — OPEC 
asked five non-OPEC oil pro- 
ducers on Wednesday to help it 
cut oil supplies in order to drive 
prices back up, delegation officials 
said. They said no firm com- 
mitments were given. 

The request came after three 
days of OPEC deliberations in 
which the ministers said they wan- 
ted to cut production but could not 
agree on details. The OPEC talks 
were adjourned whil£ the 13 
group leaders met with their 'five 
non-OPEC rivals. 

- Fernando Pegado, a member of 
the .Angolan delegation, said 
OPEC did not request specific 
production cuts, but be said his 
co on try was wilHng to help the 
group try to reverse the price slide. 

OPEC delegates said most 
OPEC states favour oil pro- 
duction cuts in principle, but sha- 
ring them out in practice may still 
be beyond fee powers of their 
emergency conference here. 

"The most likely outcome is to 
suspend the meeting.” said one 
senior delegate, wearied by the 
Geneva talks which have brought 
little change in entrenched pos- 
itions. 

And Kuwaiti Oil Minister Ali 
Al Khalifa Al Sabah, a key figure 
at the current conference, dec- 
lined in an interview to rule out its 
failure. . . _ 

The call for production cuts has 
been spurred by the collapse of 
world oil prices since OPEC (fee 
Organisation of Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries) resolved last 
December to defend its market 
share. 

' 'Thereis a general consensus of. 
all OPEC ministers that we have 
to reduce our production to fee 
required level to restore prices,” 
said Ecuadorean Oil Minister Jav- 
ier Espinosa Teran. 

He said this level would have to 
be below OPECs current output 
ceiling of 16 million barrels per 
day (bpd), but declined to name a 
figure - 

Mr. Espinosa has previously 
suggested a 15 per cent cut in 
OPEC exports, but has ruled out a 
redaction in his own country’s off- 
icial quota. 

In fee same way, Iraqi del- 
egation leader Ramzi Salman told 
journalists his country' was pre- 
pared to cut its output, but not to 
its 1 2 million bpd OPEC quota. 

This is fee nub of the problem 
facing OPEC and its invitation to 
non-OPEC producers to coo- 
perate is seen by many analysts as . 
no more than an attempt to share 
fee pain. 

Delegates say the ministers are 
Studying a range of options for fee 
•next quarter of 1986 for overall 
OPEC production of between 13 
million and 17 million bpd. 

The lower figure would pro- 
bably posh up prices, which at 
around 514 a band are now the 
lowest in real terms for a decade, 
but fee higher range would do lit- 
tle or nothing to reduce the per- 
sistent world 03 glut . . - 


Militia force 
W.Beirut to i 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Scores of 
armed miHtiamftn took to the str- 
eets on Wednesday to police west 
Beirut in the second attempt in 
four months to curb militia ana- 
rchy. 

“Any criminal who Efts up his 
bead.. wiU have it broken," saida 
pistol-toting {militiamen one of 
about 250 armed men at five pos- 
itions in the Muslim-dominated 
sector of fee divided capital to 
help the army and police keep the 
peace. 

“We will step infringements. 
We will arrest the thieves,” said 
another imffitiamtoi as organisers 
prepared to beef 19 fee semi- 
official “strike force” wife 200 
more recruits on Thursday.” 

“We wfll stop collection of pro- 
tectttfl money from shops, he 
added. “This time it is a dedrive 
plan because aD the nationalist 
forces are involved.” 

• The force, from 10 pro-Syrian 
mXtisMc is an t a p a nrio n of a 
peace- keeping group formed last 
by fee Sttf ite Anal 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Her chile 
Royal Highness Princess Sarvath wife their four Rasl 

TCC becomes 
public company 


children, (from left to right) Princess Rahma. Prince 
Rashid, Princess Sumaya and Princess Badlya. 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordon Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - The Tel- 
ecommunications Corporation 
(TCC) board of directors on 
Wednesday announced fee con- 
version of fee corporation into a 
public shareholding company with 
all shares to be owned by fee gov- 
ernment as the first stage towards 
'changing the status of the 
government-owned TCC into a 
fuU-fledged-commerckl entity. - 
A consultancy agency to be 
named later would advise on res- 
tructuring TCC into a commercial 
entity in order to pave fee way for 
appointing a new board with pri- 
vate sector representation to dec- 
ide on the public share issue. 
Communications Minister Mub- 
zeddine A) Husseini said. 

The minister said he did not 
expect fee government to rel- 


inquish 100 per cent of fee shares. 
“Since fee government will own 
all TCC shares prior to its total 
privatisation, it will deride on fee 
total percentage of shares it wishes 
to maintain or sell.” Mr. Husseini 
said. 

Mr. Husseini. who is also cha- 
irman of the TCC board of dir- 
ectors. told fee Jordan Times feat 
he expected the corporation's 
total privatisation to be completed 
by the end of 1 987 or by fee first 
quarter of 1988. • 

“It will take up to one and a half 
years from now or even two years 
before TCC is completely pri- 
vatised.” Mr. Husseini said. 

Increased profitability and eff- 
iciency and an improvement in the 
quality of telecommunications 
services are the main aims behind 
privatising TCC. Mr. Husseini. 

I Continued on page 2) 


Swedish police release 
Palme murder suspect 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — 
Swedish police on Wednesday rel- 
eased a 32-year-old man charged 
wife involvement in fee murder of 
Prime Minister Olof Palme, saying 
a key element in the evidence aga- 
inst him bad collapsed. 

A police spokesman said fee 
man, named by feel prosecutor’s 
office on Tuesday as'Ake Lennart 
Viktor Gunnarsson, an extreme 
right-winger, had left police hea- 
dquarters where he had been det- 
ained since last Wednesday. 

The spokesman declined to con- 
firm a Swedish news agency report 
that the man, who was due to have 
appeared in court for possible ind- 
ictment on Thursday, had been 
given police protection. 

Stockholm police chief Hans 
Holraer said the case against the 
man had collapsed after a con- 
frontation wife a key witness 
“didn’t give us what we exp- 
ected." Several witnesses had ear- 
lier said they saw Mr. Gunnarsson 
near fee scene of fee killing. 

“An important link in the chain 


deploys in 
enforce law 

movement and fee mainly Druze 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP) 
after 68 people were killed in fig- 
hting between their armies. 

Militia leaders decided to str- 
engthen the group after dashes 
flared three weeks ago between 
Communists and fee radical Hiz- 
bollah (Party of .God), which has 
emerged as a powerful military 
force in west Beirut over fee past 
two months. 

The PSP-Amal group helped 
crush fee flare-up, bit miEtia lea- 
ders subsequently failed to per- 
suade HoboUah to join in fee exp- 
anded strike force. 

The new “strike force” was dep- 
loyed' amid reports fee French 
enfeassy ordered its diplomats to 
take “extra precautions” against 
kidna ppers in Beirut 

Ponce said, one civilian was kil- 
led and seven others were wou- 
nded in overnight super exc- 
hanges across Beirut's dividing 
“green line” mid the central mou- 
ntains above President Amin 
GemayeTs hometown of Bikfaya. 


of circumstantial evidence has 
broken." he said. 

Despite a prosecutor's request 
to keep fee suspect in custody for 
further investigation, there would 
be no court hearing on Thursday 
as announced earlier. 

Mr. Holmer. briefing reporters 
on fee progress of Sweden's big- 
gest manhunt, said a second arrest 
had been made two days ago. The 
second man, arrested for illegal 
possession of a weapon, was also 
to be released shortly, he said. 

He said fee second arrest was 
made in “the fringe" of fee inv- 
estigation. 

Mr. Holmer said the police had 
on Wednesday carried out fee 
biggest sweep to date of the cen- 
tral Stockholm area where Mr. 
Palme was killed, looking for fee 
murder weapon — a 35 7 Mag- 
num Smith and Wesson revolver 
— but he did not report any finds. 

Asked whether Mr. Gun-_ 
narsson’s release meant he had 

(Continued on page 2) 


Crown 

Prince 

celebrates 

39th 

birthday 

AMMAN i J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
celebrates his 39fe birthday- 

Bom in Amman on 20 March 
'1947. Hb Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Ibn Tala! is fee 
youngest brother of His Majesty 
King Hussein and heir to the thr- 
one. 

Crown Prince Hassan was edu- 
cated at Harrow and Christ 
Church, Oxford, England, from 
where he graduated m 1967 wife a 
BA Honours in Oriental Studies. 
Since his return to Jordan, he has 
played an active role in Jordan's 
political, economic, militaiy and 
social affairs. His Royal Highness 
holds the rank of Honorary Gen- 
eral of tile Jordanian Armed For- 
ces. 

On 14 November. 1968. Crown 
Prince Hassan married Sarvath 
Khujista Akhta Banu, youngest 
daughter of fee late Mohammad 
Ikramullah H.P.K.. C.L.E., 
K.C.M., of a distinguished Pak- 
istani family. They have four chi- 
ldren: Princess Rahma (bom 13 
August 1969). Princess Sumaya 
(bom 14 May iy71). Princess 
Badiya (bom 28 March 1974), 
and Prince Rashid (bom 20 May 
1979). 

In 1970, Crown Prince Hassan 
founded fee Royal Scientific Soc- 
•iety, geared towards the dev- 
'eJopmem of research relevant to 
fee socio-economic development 
of Jordan. A year later, he was 
entrusted by Royal Decree wife 
fee task of overseeing national 
development planning in Jordan. 
In his capacity as Jordan's omb- 
udsman for development, he has 
been associated wim the 1973-75, 
1976-80 and 1981-85 dev- 
elopment plans. His mark on the 
resulting revitalisation of Jordan’s 
economy has been appreciated at 

(Continued on page 2) 


Weinberger, Kohl reach 
basic agreement on SDI 


GRAFENWOEHR. West Ger- 
many (AP) — U.S. Defence Sec- 
retary Caspar Weinberger said on 
Wednesday that he and Cha- 
ncellor Helmut Kohl reached 
“basic agreement” for West Ger- 
man participation in the American 
“Star Wars" research plan. 

“We’re veiy pleased feat the 
chancellor and I have been able to 
work out basic agreement on fee 
remaining issues for the strategic 
defence initiative (SDI),” Mr. 
Weinberger told a news con- 
ference at this NATO base in 
Bavaria. 

The official name of the "Star 
Wars” plan is SDI. The West 
German participation would be 
limited to private companies, unl- 
ike the agreement wife Britain 
that also rails for a governmental 
role. 

“IJook forward 10 the ap-> 
cement being signed in a very, 
short time now ” Mr. Weiribefter 
said. He added that fee talks with 
Bonn officials would result in two 
accords, one dealing wife par- 


ticipation by West German pri- 
vate firms and fee other with sha- 
ring of research results. 

Dr. Kohl later told reporters 
that "two or three" major points 
had been resolved in fee talks wife 
•Mr. Weinblerger, and that he 
would send Economics Minister 
Martin Bangemann to Was- 
hington next week to conclude the 
negotiations. 

Neither commented on earlier 
reports feat Dr. Kohl's coalition 
government had relaxed two 
major conditions for West Ger- 
man participation in "Star Ware.” 

In Bonn, high-ranking gov- 
ernment sources said that West 
Germany may relax two con- 
ditions for letting private com- 
panies take part in “Star Wars.” 

The sources, who spoke to fee 
Associated Press on the condition 
they not be identified ty name, 
said the Bonn government may be 
wiUmg to sign a general par- 

ticyaton agreement and' nee- - 

otiate a "technology transfer 5 ’ 
agreement later. 
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Li calls for world peace, 
condemns superpower rivalry 

rATRH m.: n i r ; v.- Eevnfs Information Minister I 


CAIRO . (Agencies) — Chinese President Li Xia- 
nnian Wednesday called for world peace and con- 
demned superpower rivalry between the United Sta- 
tes and the Soviet Union. 


“The big struggle of the sup- 
erpowers is a threat to the world 
and Third World countries suffer 
from it” Mr. Li said in an address 
to the Egyptian Parliament. 

'The world is in dire need for 
peace and its establishment must 
be the concentrated effort of all 
world countries.'’ 

Mr. Li is on a three-day state 
visit to Egypt, main Arab ally of 
the United States, as part of a con- 
certed Chinese diplomatic drive to 
increase its influence in the Mid- 
dle East. 

His visit coincided with the arr- 
ival of a Soviet parliamentary del- 
egation for talks with Egyptian 
officials. 

Mr. Li, who held talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak Tuesday on promoting bil- 
ateral relations and Middle East 
peace, said China stood by Third 
World countries in fighting against 
“imperialism, colonisation and 
oppression of any kind.'’ 

Mr. Mubarak also addressed 


pa rliame nt and said he saw scope 
for increasing cooperation with 
Peking in trade, agriculture and 
cultural exchanges. 

Mr. Mubarak referred to China 
as “one of our best friends who 
always stood by us in times of tro- 
uble." 

Mr. Li noted 1986 marked the 
30th anniversary of relations bet- 
ween Cairo and Peking. Egypt was 
the fust Arab state to recognise 
China and sever links with bre- 
akaway Taiwan when the Com- 
munist state was still seeking int- 
ernational support. 

Mr. Mubarak, who took over 
when Presklent Anwar Sadat was 
assassinated in 1981, has visited 
rhma three rimes and signed four 
cooperation agreements during 
his last visit in 1983. 

Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Li Wed- 
nesday attended a ceremony to lay 
the foundation stone of a big int- 
ernational conference centre 
which China is b uilding as a gift to 
Egypt. 


Egypt's Information Minister 
Sajfwat Sharif told reporters Tue- 
sday after a .90-minute meeting 
between Mr. Li and Mr. Mubarak 
that the two sides had agreed to 
increase bilateral trade, valued at 
S120 million annuall y by Egypt’s 
Middle East News Agency. 

Mr. Li is scheduled to visit the 
ancient city of Luxor and tour the 
Valley of the Kings to see the 
tombs of the Pharoahs before 
going on to Somalia and Mad- 
agascar. 

He has already visited Ban- 
gladesh and Sri Lanka. 

In his address Mr. U classified 
China as a Third World country 
and vowed that “it wiH'remam so 
even ff it gains strength later." 

Deputies greeted Mr. Li with a 
one- minute standing ovation as he 
and President Mubarak entered 
the chamber. The two men emb- 
raced and kissed after Mr. Li del- 
ivered his 20- minute address and 
again after Mr. Mubarak spoke. 

Since World Warn, Mr. Li said, 
“there, has been an uninterrupted 
series of regional wars, big and 
small, and most of them broke out 
in the Third World. These wars, be 
they caused by superpower agg- 


U.N. chief to visit Morocco, Algeria 


RABAT (R) — United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
CueDar w3J visit Algeria and 
Morocco sochi to discuss the Wes- 
tern Sahara conflict, the Mor- 
occan opposition daily Ai Ittihad 
Ishtiraki reported Wednesday. 

The UN. office in Rabat would 
neither co nfir m nor deny the rep- 
ort, but King Hassan of Morocco 
said at a news conference two 
weeks ago that be expected a visit 
soon from the U.N. leader. 

‘ Mr. Perez de Cuellar discussed 
the Sahara issue in Dakar on Feb. 


27 with Senegalese President 
Abdou Diouf, current chairman of 
the Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU). 

Last weekend in Stockholm he 
met Mohammad Abdul Azh^ pre- 
sident of the self-styled Saharan 
Arab Democratic Republic 
(SADR) proclaimed by 
Algerian-backed Polisario gue- 
rrillas fighting Morocco for con- 
trol- of the former Spanish colony 
since 1976. 

Both the OAU and the UJV. 
have called upon Morocco to neg- 


otiate a ceasefire directly with the 
Polisario before holding a self- 
determination referendum in the 
disputed territory. But Morocco 
rejects direct talks. 

After meeting Mr. Perez de 
Giellar, Mr. Diouf sent mi»«gsag<»K 
to King Hassan and Algerian Pre- 
sident CbadK Benjedid. The con- 
tents were not revealed, but dip- 
lomats said the U.N. and OAU 
leaders were trying to break the 
deadlock by proposing indirect 
talks through meir intermediary. 


TEL AVTV (R) — Evidence sur- 
faced in Israel Wednesday sup- 
porting John Demjanjuk’s denial 
that be was the brutal Nazi death 
camp guard “Ivan the terrible" 
but the country's holocaust mem- 
orial centre challenged its acc- 
uracy. 

A survivor of the TreMmka ext- 
ermination any said in an int- 
erview conducted as part of a (ad- 
versity research project that 
“Ivan” was killed in a pri so ner 
revolt on Aug. 2, 1943, accor ding 
to state radio. 

It said the material, found in the 


archives of Bar Ban University, 
near Tel Aviv, dated back to the 
' 1960s and the survivor, Avraham 
Gotdfarb, died last year. 

“According to our documents, 
Ivan the terrible was not in the 
camp at the time (of the tfevoh)," a 
spokesman for the Yad Vashem 
Holocaust Memorial told Reuters. 
“He had been transferred to the 
Sobidor camp” 

Densjanjuk, 65, a retired, car 
worker from Cleveland, Ohio, was- 
extra d ite d from the United States 
two weeks ago to stand trial for his 
life on suspicion of HIKng tho- 


usands at TrebKnka, one of six 
death camps in Poland, during 
World War H. 

His trial will be the first in Israel 
of a suspected Nazi war criminal 
since SS Col. Adolf Eichmann-was 
tried and executed a quarter of a 
century ago. _ J. . 

Demjanjuk says he was never in 
Trcbtinlca and was framed by the 
Soviet KGB security police in a 
. plot to discredit Ukrainian emi- 
grants to die United States. laaeH 
police say 12 holocaust survivors 
nave identified him from photos. 


U Xiamuan 

ression or prolonged by int- 
ervention or involvement of the 
two superpowers, have brought 
pain, difficulties and disasters to 
the Third World countries con- 
cerned.” 

He cited the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict, die Vietnamese occupation 
of Kampuchea, the Soviet military 
intervention in Afghanistan, the 

struggle for South-West Africa’s 
independence from South Africa 
and “the fight by Central Ame- 
rican countries against foreign int- 
ervention." ; 

Moscow 

seeks 

to promote 
ties with 


Cairo 


Mystery over ‘Ivan the terrible’ deepens 


CAIRO (R) — A senior Soviet 
delegation has arrived for a one- 
week visit to Egypt anned at boo- 
sting ties with one of the United 
States’ leading Arab allies. 

Pavel Gflashvifi, president of 
tile Georgian Republic and a 
vice-president of the praesidium 
of tiie Supreme Soviet, said in an 
airport statement Moscow was 
keen to consolidate ties with 
Cairo. 

Diplomatic sources said it was 
the most senior Soviet par- 
liamentary mission to .visit Egypt 
since the late Resident Anwar 
Sadat broke with Moscow in 15172. 

Mr. GflasfavflTs talks will pre- 
cede meeta^s set for next week in 
Moscow where E gyptian officials 
say Ec on om y Minster SuMan Abu 
Afi will sign a protocol increasing . 
Soviet-Egyptian trade byaboutSO : 
per cent to die equivalent of $435 
million. 


Egypt, 

Israel hold 
5th rounds 
of talks 
on Taba 

CAIRO (AP) — Egyptian, Israeli 
and American teams resumed 
talks Wednesday on settling a 
four-year old border dispute 
which has soured bilateral rel- 
ations between Cairo and Tel 
Aviv. 

The Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) said the opening session 
lasted 90 minutes, after which the 
head of the Egyptian team. Nabil 
Al Arabi, said they had “con- 
tinued studying some unsettled 
points concerning international 
arbitration. to resolve the Taba 
issue.” 

Taba is a one-square kilometre 
area in the Sinai over which both 
countries cfofan sovereignty. Fou- 
rteen other disputed border poi- 
nts, and other bilateral relations 
are also been discussed during the 
negotiations. 

After last week’s session in Tel 
Aviv, an Israeli Foreign Ministry 
official said that progress had only 
been made on“secondary issues. 

The official, who d echoed to be 
nanwiHj said the teams have inf- 
ormally agreed that the arb- 
itration proceedings would be 
condu c t ed in English and that the 
venue would probably be Geneva . 

Mr. Arabi was quoted by Israeli 
Davar newspaper as saying that 
issues like the period of mediation 
that Israel demands before arb-: 
itratxm starts and on what arr- 
angements to make for the losing 
country to have access to Taba 
remain unsettled. 

It is expected that major issues, 
like the exact question to be put to 
the arbitra tor, will be left to the 


Crown Prince celebrates 39th birthday 


(Continued from page 1) 

home and abroad. Crown Prince 
Hassan chairs the Board of Tru- 
stees of the Arab Thought Forum 
which is a non-governmental org- 
anisation, established upon his ini- 
tiative in 1981. This Forum is con- 
cerned with the challenges faring 
the Arab World within the int- 
ellectual, cultural and dev- 
elopmental fields. 

Crown Prince Hassan has tra- 
velled extensively in his official 
capacity as well as accompanying 
'ihe King os several state visits. 
Crown frince Hassan speaks reg- 
ulariy at international fora cov- 
ering subjects ranging from sci- 
ence and, technology to human 
rights. In ms regardTue addressed 
the 36th session of tiie United Nat- 
ions General Assembly in New 
York in 1981 when he proposed 
the establishment of a New Int- 
ernational Humanitarian Order, 
which has resulted in the founding 


of the Independent Comnahsian 
on International 'Humanitarian 
Issues in 1983, of which he is co- 
chamnan. 

Down Prince Hassan’s hobbies 
include polo, squash, scuba-diving 
and swimming, mountaineering, 
archaeology and taekwondo. He 
hasa black -belt in karate, a piktfs 
licence for Kghr au cra ft and hel- 
icopter and his paratrooper’s 
w ing s. His Royal Highness has 
been awarded the foltowmg: 

— The distinguished service 
ayvard presented by the U.S. 
Sports Academy for noteworthy 
contributions to international 
sport; 

—An honorary degree of Doctor 
of Science from the Bogazki Uni- 
versity, Turkey; 

— The- Medal of the President of 
the Italian Republic, presented 
during the Pio Manzu conference 
“Europe- Arab Nation: The Mon-, 
etary Revolution,” for "... dec- 


TCC becomes public company 

(Continued from page 1) . ecommumcations techno 


who chaired Wednesday’s TCC 
board meeting, said. 

“An increase in the volume of 
telecommunication services, cou- 
pled with a reduction of cost, will 
ensure increased profitability,” he 
said. 

“The idea of privatising TCC 
also aims at increasing the cor- 
poration’s efficiency on all levels 
— tiie decision taking as well as 
implementation. A number of our 
earlier decisions were delayed 
because of government routine 
■and procedures,” the minister 
said. 

The quality of TCCs tel- 
ecommunications services could 
be increased now that the TCC 
board would be able to take 
“quick decisions and implement 
them in an era characterised by a 
lightening speed advance in tel- 


ecommunications technology.” he 
said. - 

TCC was established in 1971 
after the Telecommunication’s 
Corporation Law was issued in the 
same year. The corporation had 
total monopoly on tel- 
ecommunications activity in the 
Kingdom. The idea of privatising 
TCC was called for by Prime Min- 
ister Zaid Rifai, who also ordered 
the Ministry of Communications 
to carry out a feasibility study on 
the proposal. 

British Teleconsul t, which car- 
ried out the feasibility study free 
of cost stands high chances to be 
named as tiie consultant res- 
tructuring TCC info a commercial 
entity before the corporation is 
completely privatised, said the 
minister. 

TCC presently has 3,000 emp- 
loyees. 


The Israeli team is expected to 
return home Thursday night. 

Chad claims 
heavy rebel, 
Libyan losses 

N’DJAMENA, Qiad (AP) — 
.Chad has churned its forces inf- 
licted heavy casualties in a sur-' 
prise attack on a rebel outpost, kil- 
ling 235 foldiersracfodiiig 18 Lib- 
yans. •• 

The attack on the Chicha out- 
post between the government pos- 

toems at Koro-Toro and the rebel- 
at Eaya-Largeau took place 
on Monday, the government has 
stud. . 


Saudi, Kuwaiti leaders meet 

(Con ti nued from page 1) The news asesev said the 


He said at least 46 armoured 
vehicles, including tanks, were 
destroyed in the raid by waves of 
fighter-bombers. 

A large number of troops in tiie 
camp were killed in the raid, car- 
ried out at 0750 (0450 GMT), tiie 
spokesman said. 

Ahvaz, 560 kilometres south- 
west of Tehran, is a major Iranian 
industrial -’complex' and mffitary 
base. Iraq reported two earlier 
raids od' mflitary emplacements 
near the city on Sunday and Mon- 
day. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 46 
Iraqi jets took part in the raid on 
the canto, located between the cit- 
ies of Ahvaz, the provmcial capital 
of Khuzistan, and Hamidieh. 


The news agency said tiie planes 
pounded the troop gathering with 
“tons of bombs,” adding that the/ 
succeeded In "burying bodies of 
the Iranian aggressors underneath 
the rubble.” 

It said all the planes returned 
safely, to base: 

Tehran radio said meanwhile 

tom*” Jigkss. 

positions in a senes of sorties m 
the Fao Penmsula. ; 

The riufioj rpfotmg a. war arm-, 
munique, said considerable Iraqi 
equipment was destroyed. 

Earlier, Iraq reported that Its 
planes bombed a gam the Iranian 
ofl te rminal at Khaig Bland. The 
raid occurred at 8:30 a_m. Wed- 
nesday, Baghdad Radio said. 


irive strong and Sntdfigeat boost 

totlteprogr^cfhiscotmtiyand 
for his anfafljgg commitment to 
the Arab cause”: _ . 

Cavaliere di Gran Croce, 

neir Online al Merito delta Rep- 
ubb’ca Italian a (KniHT OF THE 

Grand Cross of the Older of Merit 
-of the Italian Republic); 

— Grand Cross of tiie Victorian 
Older, England. 

Crown Prmce Hasan has con- 
tributed a number of articles 
which have, appeared world-wide 

one entitled 
"A Study on Jerusalem” pub- 
lished by I ongman in 1979 (m 
English, Arabic, Indonesian); the 
second entitled “Palestinian 
Seff-Deteratmatioa, a Study on 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip” 
published by Quartet Books m 
1981 (in English, Arabic and 
■French language), and a third 
book entitled “Search for Peat*" 
published by MacnoDsns in 1984. 

Palme 

murder 

suspect 

freed 

(Continued from page 1) 

been excluded from the inquiry. 
Mr. Holmer refused to comment. 

In an interview with the mass 
circulation daily Aftonbladet, Mr. 
Gunnarsson’s lather charged on 
Tuesday that the police woe 
under intense pressure to come up 
.with a scapegoat. “They want to 
crucify my son.” he said. 

Mr. Guanaisson, a former 
member of tiie extreme right-wing 
European Workers’ Party (EAP), 
had always protested his inn- 
ocence throughout the intensive 
interrogation at Stockholm police 
headquarters. 

His arrest was announced sho- 
rtly before scores of world leaders 
converged on Stockholm last 
weekend for Vtr. Palme’s funeral, 
which triggered off an unp- 
recedented security operation. 

All the police have to go on now 
is an “identikit” picture of the 
killer, drawn with the 


nter who saw a man escape from 
the scene of the crime. 

* Earlier; reports said that West' 
-German experts confirmed they 
found**weapon traces” on clothes 
pyom by Mr, Guxmaxsson. 

The mass-circulation Expresses 
stud experts at West German pol- 
ice headquarters in Wiesbaden 
had found the “weapon traces,*? 

| but no gunpowder traces, oo do- 
tbes worn by the suspect the night 
I Mr. Palme was iriIWi, 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


___EXBOBmONS~-~ 

J A French exhibition on film directing 
at the Royal Cultural Centre (until 
March 27) 

* Book exhibition at Anna Hotel org- 
anised by Yanoonh Univerairy. 

' Co mprch eiigrc book exhibition at the 
University at Ionian’s Unary (until 
March 27). 

An ait exfaMtkm by Dr. Mahmoud 
Sadcq at the Ionian National Gallery 
(until March 30). 

French exhibition "M_D. portr ai t de 
Femme” at the French Cultural Centre 
(nntfl March 27). 

FEATURE FILM 

"Tootsie’' at7XX)pjn.Thuraday at the 
American Centre. 

COUNTRY AND 
WESTERN NIGHTS 
(BAND) 

■ Red Steagall and the Coleman County 
Boys will perform at tbe Hobday Inn in 
Amman on Friday and Saturday at 8:00 
pjn. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147-8 

French Giftural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Qihnral Centre 644203 

Spaniri] Ookural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665193 

Hussein Youth City 667181 
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Amnm Municipal Library ... 6361 1 1 
Univeraty of Jordan Library 843555 
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MUSEUMS 


ttnnmnuT^oli^nnDnia 
bom Madaba and Jonah (4th to 18th 
centimes). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening boos: 9.00 am. - 5 
^YtiMianL TeL 651760. 

nrr t irr ft HTflffTtfr TT 1*f Iht — 

Jordan. Jaba! Al Otf a (Otarid Mr9). 
Opening boms: 9-00 us. - 5JOO pm. 
(Fridays and official hofidays lQjQOajn. 
400 pm). Closed Iteadays. 

Jmilm NallsnM Cdhij. Cantama col- 
(r ctirmi of (** "** | e »i oamn les, and sca- 
hxnrcs by oonBBoporaiy bbmic artists 
non mostof the Ntasfcm coantriesraxl a 
co l lection of p a i nt i n gs by 19th C e ntur y 
orientalist artists. Mmdazah. Jabal 

CHURCHES 

St Joseph Qmrdi (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, teL 624590. 

Ctarh of the AwnunrhUuu (Roman 
CathoSc) Jabal Luweflxiefa. 637440. 

De la Sdt Church (Roman Cathofic) 
Jabal Hnssem. 661757. 

Qmrch of the Aamndathm (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdafi. 623541. 

Anglcan Church (Church of the Red- 
eeoer) Jabal Amman. 678906. 
A rmen i a n Cabok Church Ashrafiefa. 
771331. 

Ai mwhm Orthodox Church Ashrafiefa. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Ganth (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman likrtiiithssd Church (Tnter- 
dmominationaJ): meets at Southern 
Bqitist School fat Shmebam, 677534. 
Evaageflcal Lothan Gbarcfa, Jabal 
Amman, 6th Circle. (Rev. N. SmirL 
Tel: 811295 

Rainbow Congregation (International. 
InteidenominationaJ) meets in the 
Church of the Redeemer. Jabal 
Amman. TeL 606974. 
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MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Repdar4nu ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— S udan Qown 

— Mariaspomman 

— 8 aifinnjulit|i 

Aram Kawar and Sana Company, M 
622324-9 K jwrr service. 

WEATHER. 

Bulletin supplied by the Depanmem of 
Meteorology. 

It win be partly cloudy, with dunces 
for scattered shtwera, especially hi the 
eastern side. Winds will be nor- 
thwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
wfll be northerly moderate and sea 
cakn. 
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Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman lo, Aqaba 23.6. Humidity rea- 
(hngs: Amman 62 percent, Aqaba 36 
percent. 
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Report 21:45 About Britain 2240 
Wodd News 2249 24 Hours: News 
Summary 22£0 Sctenee in Action 2340 
News Summary; Network UJC 23:15 
Music Now 23:45 Foreign Affirire 2440 
World News 0(k09 Hie Wodd Today 
M25 A Letter from Norfliem IreHaqd 
OtJ0 Knmcial News 0 0 :10 Reflectiops 
BMS Sports Rotmd-im tfcOO World 
News; Cooimauajy UdS From the 
Weeklies 01J0 Talkmg About Music 


QUEEN ALIA 
INT’L AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

09-JQ Cairo (MS) 

0935 Kuwait (RJ) 

0935 Dubai, Aba Dhabi (RJ) 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govemorate 891228 

Amman civil defence — ' — 198..19S 
Orfl Defence Irfrid ..271293,273131 
Civil Dtfraw Qnweiteidi — 770733 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman do wn to w n fire brigade _ 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood tank 778303 

CSvfl Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headq uar ter* 622090-3 

Bofice rescue 192,621111.637777 

PoSce headquart e rs 639141 

TrafDcpoSce 8963901 

EkctdcPriwerCo. 636381/4,624881 
Mtni i a paJ water comptainte 771125/8 
Queen Afialnt. Airport (08)5333060 


NIGHT DUTY 


AfrfiWAN: 

Dr. Abdel Dabdaub .. 

Dr. Yousef Smeral 

Firas Pharmacy 

Al Sabm pfaannacy 

Al Ekhlss pharmacy . 
Ai Games pharmacy < 

TAXIS: 

Al Hatnra taxi 

Al AhE taxi 

Bassam taxi ..... 

Tareq taxi 

Khaldoun taxi 

R anta taxi ............. 


893644 

.-821311 

-661912 

-639730 

-661898 

-644554 


661833 

661127 

811657 

623024 

664888 

625095 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre -. 
Khafidj Maternity, J. Ante . 
Akifeh Maternity, J. 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
Malhaf, J Amman 

Palestine. S hmehauf 

Shmeisaui Hospital — . 

University Hoqutal 

ALAfoasher Hospital 

The IdamB, AbaaS 

Al-AbM, Abdai 

Itafian, AJ-Muhajreen 

AJ-Basbir, J. Asnrafieh 

Army, Marks 

Queen ABa Hospital 

Amal Hoephal 


8138 13/32 
. 644281/6 
Amman 

— 642441/2 
_ 642362 

— 636140 
. 664171/4 

— 669131 
84584S/65 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 

— 674155 


IRBID; 

Dr. Shefadefa Al Zagb 240400 

Al Camed pharmacy (_} 

Al Webda pharmacy (— j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Moustafa Fayad 983031 

Al Kuda ph ar m acy (_j 

general 

Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

IVfinistiyof Tourism 642311- 

Hotel c om pl aints 666412 

Price oeanpte in is 661176 

Teiephooe Infomraricm 12 

Jordan aid Middle East caBs —10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service ii 


MARKET PRICES 


UpperOover price in 

Apple 

Apple (American) 


Banana (MUcammar) ... 
Beetroot 


Broad beans 


-500/450 Game 

.300/240 Grapefruit 

.250/220 Lemon 

- 110/ 80 Lettnce (per one) 

.460/400 Marrow (large) 

.140/100 Marrow (snail) 


Carrot (yeflow) 

Chnot (wade) 

Chufifiower 

Chamber (large) 

Cocumber (small) 


. 60 / 40 Oman 

.020/100 Onion 

.150/120 Oransj 
. 130/100 OaQgi 
.140/100 Feppej 
.230/180 Peopa 


[locaf and 

meet) — 


210/170 

260/220 

260/200 

120/ 90 

180/ 140 

100/100 

140/100 

240/180 

180/140 

100/ 60 

220/ 180 

«a) 110/ 80 

150/100 

460/400 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chief of staff meets Pakistani delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Armed Forces Chief of Staff lieutenant 
General Faflu AbnTaleb Wednesday received die commander of 
the Palostani. defence college. Major General Ahmad Tasnim, ' 
. and die accompanying Pakistani military delegation c urren tly on 
a Y*sit to toidiat.. Attending the meeti ng were Pakistani Amb- 
assador in A mman plyan Rashid and die Pakistani mjfitaTy -^tt- 
Kfae. Maj .-Gen. Tasmm and the guestddegation were briefed on 
the history and development of the Jordanian Armed Forces.Tbe 
delegation includes teachers and students from die Pakistani def- 
ence college. • 

Chinese cultural team ends visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Chinese cultural delegation has left 
Amman at the end of a week long visit to Jordan. During their 
visit, members of die delegation held talk* with Minister of Inf- 
ormation and Culture Mohammad A1 Khatib and other officials. 
The delegation signed an agreement for the implementation of a 
cultural protocol between China mid Jordan and they visited 
Yannouk University, the Univereity of Jordan and a number of 
archaeological sites in die country. The delegation was seen off by 
senior officials from the Ministry of Culture and Chinese embassy 
staff. 

Princess Taghreed opens charity bazaar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Taghreed, 
deputy honorary president of the Jordanian Women’s Charity 
Society, Wednesday opened a charity bazaar organised by the 
society on the occasion of Mother's Day. On display at foe bazaar 
are golden Korans, silverware, pottery, embroidery, clothes as 
well as carpets. The bazaar is being held at the Orthodox Qub in 
Amman and the proceeds win go to the society. 

AAU delegates visit Yarmouk 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Participants in the 19th session of the Ass- 
ociation of Arab Universities (AAU), which concluded its mee- 
tingshere on Tuesday, visited the Yarmouk University campus on 
Wednesday. The visitors were briefed by die university’s pre- 
sident, Dr. Adrian Badran , on the development of die university. 
They also visited the computer centre and the students activities 
centre. 

Sharari, Turkish envoy discuss sports ties 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Youth Hisham A1 Sharari Wed- 
nesday received Turkish Ambassador in Amman Samih Baian for 
discussions on ways of strengthening cooperation between Jordan 
and Turkey in youth affairs and sports. The ambassador extended 
an invitation to Mr. Sharari to visit Turkey to acquaint himself 
with sport- and youth activities there. 

Arabic academy president returns 

AMMAN (Petra) — President of the Jordan Academy of Arabic 
Abdul' Karim- Khalifeb returned to Amman from Cairo after 
taking part in die 52nd conference of the Cairo Academy of 
Arabic which concluded on Tuesday. Participants discussed wor- 
king papers presented by Arab scholars on the terminology of 
engmeeriog, physics, law, biology, agriculture, sport, oilfche- 
mistry, medical sciences and electronics. Dr. Khalifeh presented 
wo rking paper on facilitating the learning of Arabic in heritage. - 
Dr. Khalifeh also attended the meetings of the Federation of Arab 
Academies of Arabic, also held in Cairo. 
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W ork undeti# ay oa new 
water network in Irbid 


IRBID. (Petra) — The Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ) has 
embarked on ins tafling a water 
network in the Iibid region which 
■is expected to extend for '380 
kilometres; 235 kilometres of 
^pvhidr are. mams and 145 kil- 
ometres as links to homes and res- 
idential areas, the WAJ ann- 
ounced here Wednesday, The 
whole cost of the project, the ann- 
ouncement sail, is expected to be 
JD 5.5 million. 

The announcement said that the 
new network will replace the pre- 
sent system and the whole project 
should be completed by March 
1987. According to the ann- 
oucement. the WAJ has com- 
pleted part of the work atHanina- 
region and has embarked on exe- 
cuting the second stage. In Irbid 


city hkme, the total length of the 
network is expected to be 220 kil- 
ometres and a local company has 
been awarded a contract to carry 
out foe whole project, the ann- 
ouncement added. 

It said that the WAJ started 
work on wastewater treatment 
plant in 1984 and 80 per cent of 
the work has been completed. 
Nearly 50 per cent of the mec- 
hanical and eJectrical works have 
also been done and foe whole sch- 
eme will be completed in the com- 
ing year. 

. According to the statement, the 
total cost of tile plant and the sew- 
erage project in Irbid is expected 
to reach JD 16 million. The ann- 
ouncement also said thatsewerage 
li n ks to homes will be laid early 
next year. 


Country and Western nights 
to raise money for CPF 


MMAN (J.T.) — Red Steagall 
id the Coleman County Cow- 
>ys. a Western swing band, will 
sit Jordan courtesy of the Ame- 
can Centre. The band will per-, 
am at the Holiday Inn Amman 
>r two nights, Friday, March 21, 
id Saturday, March 22, at 8:00. 
rofitsfrom foe sale cf tickets wfll 
d to benefi t foe Cerebral Palsy 
otmdation (CPF). Tickets are JD 
9 per person and iodnde a bar- 
jqae buffet dinner, acco r d i ng to 


m Centre in Amman. 

Red Steagall is a singer, gui- 
rist, song writer, and music pub-' 
hef recognised as one of-the best 
untry and Western performers 
die world today. Besides Red 
ti lfP baryl mnflshofRgg- 

e Brown, Richard O’ Brian, Guy 


Hammon, Lynn Massey, James 
Wood and Rick Gamer. 

The band w31 be touring the 
Middle East as part of the obs- 
ervance of tile 150th anniversary 
of Texas Independence. Songs by 
Red Steagall and hk band have 
been in the top ten an Country and 
Western music duals in the US- 
Red Steagall and the Coleman 
Cbimly Cowboys were recently 
invited to perform before Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan and almost 
'450 ot his guests at the White 
House, the retease said. 

Red Steagall and foe Coleman 
Countyf Cowboys have per- 
. formed ia Germany, Spain, Aus- 
tralia and in additio n to. 

appearance* in mare thart 100. 
major rodeos in the United States. 


Course on poultry production 
concludes at regional centre 


AN. (Petra) — The 
t-based Regional "Poultry- 
g and. Development Cen- 
TDC) Wednesday turned 
itiiec batch of people who 
iropteted a training course 
'try r reduction. , 

-m ipantsin the course, 
\ several weeks, were 
‘modern techniques- 
poultry industry, the 
9 ".s of poultry fodder 


Secrete^ of the 
"aiKmeMnwaffaq 


AJ Saudi addressed the graduates 
who «»ne from, seven Arab cou- 
ntries. He paid tribute totheUxiir 
ted Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (F AO) which hel- 
ped to estabtifo the centre in Jor- 
dan. 

The participants toured a num- 
ber of poultry farms in Jordan and 
inspected work at th e fodd er pro- 
cessmg factory. A FTDC spo- 
kestnan said that the centre plans- 
to hold courses on foe man- 
agement of poultry forms in the 
Near East region. 



RIFAl RECEIVES TARBULSI: Prime 

j Minister Zaid RXai Wednesday receives visitfag 
Syrian Minister of Industry AH Tarbulsi. Attending 
I the merthg were also Minister of Trade and Ind- 


ustry R^jai Muasher and Arab Organisation for 
Industrial Development' Director Abdul 

Rashid (Petra photo) 


New Islamic financing 
body convenes in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — A newly- 
formed federation of national ins- 
titutions concerned with financing 
development projects in Islamic 
natinns held 8 meeting in Amman 
on Wednesday. The participating 
organisations all come from cou- " 
n tries which are- members of the 
Islamic Development Bank (IDB) 
which is based in Jeddah. Saudi 
Arabia. 

According to Mr. Rajab A1 
Sa'ad, foe vice president of the 
IDB, two-day meeting will decide 
the location of headquarters for 
foe federation. Turkey, Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia have offered to 
host the federation's premises. 
The meeting will also discuss the 
selection of an administration 
committee comprising nine mem- 
bers and will efcrt a secretary gen- 
eral for the federation and draw 
up a general annual budget, Mr. 
Sa’ad added. 

Mr. Sa’ad. who has been elected 
chairman of the meeting, said that 
foe federation is designed to lau- 
nch financial activities and to enc- 
ourage research programmes in 
banking and financing in acc- 
ordance with Islamic principles 


and laws. The federation will also 
be concerned with developing 
revenues and providing facilities 
and training courses to promote 
the financing of development pro- 
jects in Islamic nations, he con- 
tinued. 

A separate meeting for foe 
IDB’s executive directors was 
held in A mman on Wednesday 
under the chairmanship of foe 
bank’s president Ahmad Ali. The 
two-day meeting will discuss mat- 
ters pertaining to financing for- 
eign trade operations among Isl- 
amic nations, development pro- 
jects undertaken in a number of 
Islamic countries and foe JOB’S 
participation in these projects. 
The meeting will also discuss an 
agpjiria for the Saturday meeting 
o? governors of Islamic Banks in 


'The Islamic Banks founded in 
Arab and Islamic countries are all 
branches of the IDB which was 
established in 1975 to offer loans 
to Islamic nations and to con- 
solidate economic development 
by helping to cany out social and 
economic projects in Muslim cou- 
ntries. 


Special committee to study 
problem of narcotics 


. By SbM G, Hatter 
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formed recently to assess the pro- 
blem of narcotics in the Kingdom 
and to study ways of stemming the 
growing use of illicit drugs is due 
to start its operations next week, 
director of health care at the Min- 
istry of Health Suleiman Oube’in 
said Wednesday. 

The committee, which groups 
representatives from key min- 
istries, government departments 
and the private sector, is set to 
conduct field studies and research 
on the use of narcotics in order to 
combat drug addiction. Dr. 
Qube’in told foe Jordan Times. 

A number of sub-committees 
are affilia ted to foe committee and 
they group representatives from 
the Ministries of Health, Interior, 
Education, Information, Social 
Development, Youth and Finance 
in addition to foe three uni- 
versities in Jordan, the Amman- 
based Arab Anti-Narcotics Bur- 
eau and foe private sector. 

The Ministry of Health has been 
charged to issue' directives and to 
organise foe committee which was 
formed following a cabinet dec- 
ision in January. Concerned aut- 
horities, have continued to crack 
down on drug trafficking and rec- 
ently JD 1 million worth of nar- 
cotics were incinerated at foe kilns 


.of jhe^ Jordanian Cement Fac- 

| l^^^n£ng L .to^e.^n^-baropticS' 
department, a' total of one ntiUjoM 
'Captagon tablets, six kilogrammes 
of heroin. 416 kilogrammes of 
hashish and J D 2 million worth of 
opium were confiscated during 
1985 and 461 smugglers, drug 
dealers and users were arrested 
and tried in foe same year. Of foe 
total number. 60 per cent were 
non- Jordanians, the spokesman 
said. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor, in an 
address to a first ladies conference 
on drug abuse in New York, said 
that Jordan’s position between the 
world’s major drug producing and 
drag consuming regions imposes a 
special responsibility to combat 
international -drug trafficking. 
Jordan is perhaps fortunate in not 
having to deal with a drug abuse 
problem of major proportions. 
Queen Noor told the conference. 
However, foe drug abuse pro- 
blem, foe Queen added, has begun 
to affect new segments of the pop- 
ulation, ext ending beyond foe iso- 
lated pockets of foreign workers 
or expatriates returning home. 

Jordan signed foe international 
agreement ou dangerous drugs in 
1961 and its amending protocol in 
1972. Jordan has also participated 
in pan- Arab and international att- 
empts to curb the global flow and 
use of illicit drugs. 


Chairman outlines objectives of 
Arab pharmaceutical federation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe obj- 
ectives and programmes of foe 
newly-established Federation of 
Arab Pharmaceutical Industries 
were expounded at a press con- 
ference held at foe Professional 
Associations Complex in A mman 
on Wednesday. 

Addressing foe press con- 
ference, Mr. Nizar Jardaneh. the 
federation’s chairman, said that 
the aim of the new federation wffl. 
be to ensure the simply of med- 
icines to foe Arab World and to 
establish a pan-Arab market for 
Arab manufactured- medicines 


and pharmaceutical products. 

The federation, which was est- 
ablished by foe Council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU), has 
been endorsed by the Arab Health 
Ministers Conference and sup- 
ported by foe Arab Pharmacists 
Federation, Mr. Jardaneh added. 

He said that foe new federation, 
founded early this year, will group 
representatives of all Arab pha- 
rmaceutical industries and unions 
and will act as a coordinator bet- 
ween foe various Arab pha- 
rmaceutical industries, helping 
them to market their products. 


Pharmacists organise general 
conference for April 10 


AMMAN (Petra) — A general 
nfaarmac&s conference is to be 
held in Amman on April 10, acc- 
ording to an announcement made 
here Wednesday. The ann- 
otmceinentwasinadeb^Ms.Laila 
Al Ma’ani, rapproteur of the sd- 
eutffle committee for foe con- 
ference which is scheduled to last 
foreqdays. 

The p ar tici pan ts wffl hear lec- 


tures by local and foreign pha- 
rmacists on different aspects of 
pharmacy as a profession and foe 

role pharmacists play in serving 
their mmiimnit y as well as sub- 
jects connected with dealing and 
sales of medkmes and drags, Ms. 
Ma’am said. She added that tile 


working pajiers on pharmacy. 


Haj Hassan 
visits Karak 

KARAK (Petra) — 'Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 
Khaied AJ Haj Hassan has str- 
essed foe important role of social 
development in educating ind- 
ividuals so that they cah con- 
tribute to national development. 
Speaking during a visit to Karak 
Goveroorate on Wednesday, foe 
minister outlined the gov- 
ernment’s policy to grant gov- 
ernment officials the authority to 
implement development projects 
on foe basis of decentralisation in 
Older to speed up foe execution of 
these projects. 

Mr. Haj Hassan said that foe 
phosphate and potash projects, 
besides other large projects in foe 
southern region, require the est- 
ablishment of vocational training 
centres to train and qualify tec- 
hnical specialists to work in these 
major economic projects. 

The minis ter earlier met with 
Karak Governor Salem AJ Qudah 
who reviewed the projects in foe 
goveinorate’s five-year dev- 
elopment plan with special ref- 
erence to pilot projects included in 
the plan. Mr. Qudah stressed the 
importance of developing rural 
areas and involving the public in 
local councils' activities to inc- 
rease production and to help 
needy families. Mr. Haj Hassan. 
acco mpanie d by Mr. Qudah, also 
paid visit to the Karak labour and 
social development departments 
where he was briefed on foe needs 
amt-- activities of these dep- 
, artments. • • ■ •*•"*< ■ • 
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Municipal conference ends with 

call for councils to be given 
more powers, higher revenues 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The general conference for municipal 
and local councils concluded its deliberations on 
Wednesday with resolutions in favour of giving more 
decision-making powers to elected councils and with 
a call for a reassessment of tbe current taxation 
policies and administration system. 


The dosing session of foe four- 
day conference called for inc- 
reasing the financial revenues of 
municipal councils through better 
collection and distribution net- 
works and by rescheduling taxes 
and fees introduced by these cou- 
ncils. The conference called for 
increasing value added tax from 
two to three per cent. It also called 
for “reconsidering transportation 
fees and fines imposed for vio- 
lations of municipal laws.’’ 

The resolutions also called for 
increasing the administrative eff- 
iciency of local councils through 
the establishment of a specialised 
regional t raining centre. The con- 
ference also pointed out foe need 
to utilise the technical and sci- 
entific s kills erf Jordanians enlisted 
in the two-year military service. 

In foe field of laws and org- 
anisation, foe conference rec- 
ommended amendments to the 
current municipal law and the rea- 
ssessment of regulations that gov- 
ern local councils’ and employees, 
including elected mayors and cou- 
ncil members. 

The conference called for fac- 
ilitating more public participation 
in municipal activities and for 
expanding municipal functions by 
foe implementation of a dec- 
entralisation policy. 

Conferees also called for foe 
establishment of a general unio n 
for councils which could coo- 
rdinate work between foe various 
municipal councils in foe Kin- 
gdom. 

Municipal council presidents 
authorised foe minister of mun- 
icipal and rural affairs to form a 
follow-up committee to see to the 
implementation of these res- 
olutions and for foe convening of 
an annual municipal counciTs con- 
ference. 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and tbe Env- 
ironment Marwan Hmoud, who 
chaired the meetings of foe con- 
ference, delivered' a speech at -foe 
dosing- Session in which he saidj 


that the government was det- 
ermined to adopt resolutions iss- 
ued by the conference and to put 
all resources available in foe ser- 
vice of implementing diem. 

Mr. Hmoud praised His Maj- 
esty King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and participants at foe conference 
for their concern about the affairs 
of municipal councils. 

The conference debated 13 
working papers during its four 
days of deliberations. These pap- 
ers dealt with problems faring 
munic ipal councils and ways to 
improve the efficiency and ser- 
vices of these councils. 

In a report presented at the do- 
sing session, participants hailed 
foe steadfastness of municipalities 
in the Israeli-occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. despite repeated attempts 
by Israel to hinder their efforts to 
serve Palestinian citizens. 

Among the important res- 
olutions issued by foe conference 
were: 

— To encourage industries dea- 
ling with equipment and mac- 


hinery needed by municipal cou- 
ncils.' 

— The establishment of a dear 
basis to define foe relationship 
between municipalities and the 
central electric power authority 
and other electric power com- 
panies. 

— Revenues from taxes on petrol 
to be increased from 2.2 fils- 
per litre to 5 fils, from 1.1 fils to 
2.5 fils tor kerosene and from no 
fees for diesel to 2 J fils. 

The municipalities' share from - 
vehicle licences to be increased 
from 40 to 50 per cent. 

— The Ministry of Public Works 
.should be responsible for mun- 
icipal roads and financing the con- 
struction and maintenance of 
these roads. 

— A reassessment of loan policies. 

— The government to pay for 
lands needed for projects within 
foe borders of foe municipality. 

— Tax on real estate to be col- 
lected by municipalities. 

— Defining development projects 
within foe Kingdom’s five-year 
development plan and foe role of 
. municipalities in these projects. 

— The cancellation of the text rel- 
ating to the council president in 
the municipal law. 

— The cancellation of the han aga- 
inst electing the same council pre- 
sident for more than two terms. 

— Defining the age of voters as 
18. 

— The council president lo be ele- 
cted directly by voters. 


Foundation reviews plans 
for Jubilee School 


AMMAN (Petra) — A meeting 
was held at Yannouk University’s 
Liaison Office on Wednesday to 
discuss foe construction of foe 
Jubilee School, a special project 
which was announced by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor in foe course 
of the country’s celebrations of 
His Majesty King Hussein's 50th 
birthday last year. The school will 
be in recognition of die King's 
great efforts in promoting edu- 
cation in Jordan. 

At foe outset of the meeting, 
Mrs. In’am A1 Mufti, director 
general of the Queen Noor Fou- 
ndation which is supervising foe 
project, presented a full report on 
tbe stages of foe-scheme and the 


steps taken so far to implement 
the project. The aim of the mee- 
ting. she said, is to pave foe way 
for carrying out tbe project and' 
drawing up a full programme for 
foe school’s activities. 

The meeting was attended by 
foe director of North Carolina 
School for Mathematics and Sci- 
ence. Mr. Charles EUber, who 
spoke about his schools system, 
administration, courses and other 
activities. The Jubilee School is to 
be established along the lines of 
foe North Carolina "school and it 
will offer training to promising 
students from "various gov- 
emorates. 
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If you like our direct flights to Frankfurt, 
you’re going to love our nonstop flights. 



If you like our direct flights to Germany, you’re 
going to. like this even more: As of March 3lst 
you can also enjoy Lufthansa comfort and relia- 
bility at 10:40 aboard our new Monday and Fri- 
day nonstop flights to Frankfurt - Europe’s 
traffic circle to the world. 


In either First Class.. Where you can stretch out 
in extra-wide seats as you enjoy the finest in food 
and drink. Or in Lufthansa's renowned Economy 
Class. Where there's never an extra charge for 
the extra amenities. 

Welcome aboard. 


Lufthansa 

German Airlines 


Monday. Friday 


LH 627 Wednesday. Saturday, Sunday 


LH 613 


Amman 

Frankfurt 


dap. 10.40 
an. 14,36 


Amman 

Damascus 

Frankfurt 


dep. 06.20 
dep. 0 a 20 
arr. 1205 


For further Information and reservations contact your nearest IATA travel or cargo agent Or Lufthansa-. Jordan 
Intercontinental Hotef, JabaJ Amman, Tel: 54423&94130&644377 
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Municipalities take a step 


A CONFERENCE on immitigiallties and rural councils which 
has just ended in Aqaba addressed itself to the chronic pro- 
blems that have been impeding public services, and came up 
with recommendations reflecting the main concern and ‘asp- 
irations of village and townspeople alike. 

The recommendations, which followed four days of del- 
iberations, urged tire government to introduce measures to 
enhance the concept of local administration and provide them 
with more decentralised powers, to re-examine existing tax- 
ation systems for local councils and modernise regulations and 
rules governing the council’s activities and programmes as well 
as involving these councils in decision-making on all matters of 
their concern. The conference’s call on the government to 
provide tr aining for personnel employed by the councils, pro- 
mote the work of councils that provide joint services and fac- 
ilitate loans to tiie munkqjal and rural councils were perhaps 
among the other mqjor recommendations and resolutions ado- 
pted. . 

The participants, who included mayors from major cities 
tike Amman down to heads of small village councils, all com- 
plained about the shortage of funds for carrying proper ser- 
vices in their regions and they all attributed the shortage to the 
high cost of land required for their projects and whose price 
normally consumes the bulk of loans offered by financial ins- 
titutions. The improvement of the taxation system for mun- 

jpjpalHiM will aim help the councils to raise sufficient funds for 
their schemes and initiate income -generating projects for their 
inhab Hants. His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, who 
opened the conference on Saturday, referred to these issues 
and also stressed among other things the need for conducting a 
[general survey to determine the number of families living in 
poverty prior to undertaking projects to increase their income 
and improve their lot. It goes without saying that for these 
councils to carry out a proper job, they should be provided with 
the essential elements mahify ample funds. 

The conference, its deliberations and recommendations have 
indeed presented the government with a popular vote for entr 
anting tile local administration rule. But though the rec- 
ommendations look attractive, no one can deny that imp- 
lementing them requires intensified efforts and a good deal of 
serious work and goodwill. 

The government, which was involved in the conference from 
start to finidi, did in fact voice approval of the rec- 
ommendations and the minister of municipal and rural affairs 
and the environment promised that all resolutions will be Imp- 
lemented. But how far the government will or can go in hon- 
ouring these promises is something that remains to be seen. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Hopes, hopes 


THE latest parliamentary elections in France have resulted in a 
victory for the right wing parties; the Gaullists and their allies. This 
victory reminds us of Charles de Gaulle, the French leader who had 
laid down the basis for strong relations between his country and the 
Arab World. The victory of the Gaullists rekindles hopes that the 
new government will renew the golden era that had prevailed in 
bDateral<relations under de Gaulle, and the hope that French-Arab 
relations wDI be further strengthened for the benefit of both peoples. 
We still remember de Gaulle's independent and brave policies within 
the European Community and in international arenas. Perhaps the 
neo- Gaul lists will make it their business now to find an independent 
course of policy, away from U.S. influences, particularly in matters 
connected with the Palestine question and the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
The United States had through its influence in Europe succeeded in 
curbing Europe's role in world policies, and Europe, as a result, 
appeared rather without real influence in the Middle East question 
and other world issues. The appointment of Jacques Chirac revives 
hopes that the French will now embark on independent policies and 
help us achieve justice. 


Al Diistour: ‘Peres’ plan’ 


ISRAELI Prime Minster Shimon Peres who attended the funeral of 
Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme in Stockholm has been talking 
about a Marshal plan for the Middle East. The Marshal plan applied 
in Europe after the Second World War was successful because Eur- 
ope was devastated and the assistance pouring into its nations were 
instrumental in re-buDding the cities and the industries again. Peres 
has been speaking at meetings in Sweden and calling for the imp- 
lementation of a similar plan in the Middle East- He has been doing 
that in a bid to improve Israel’s image in Europe and to- make the 
world forget that the Middle East is still embroiled in conflict and that 
Palestinians are living under the yoke of occupation. This Marshal 
plan can be applied in oar region only when occupation has ended 
and the Arab people in Palestine are no more subjected to opp- 
ression and arbitrary action by Zionists. Peres ought to have told the 
Europeans about the atrocities which his armed forces carry out 
against the Palestinian people and toe seizure of Arab land and toe 
eviction of toe local population from their homeland. 


Sawt Al Shaab:Bnemy designs 


WE are pained to see Syrian-Iraqi relations deteriorating at a tone 
when we were expecting an improvement. But we know for sure that 
whoever planted toe car bomb m Damascus last Thursday did that on 
purpose to undermine any attempts designed to bring about imp- 
rovement in relations. The planting of the bomb could not have been 
made to serve Iraqi causes or any Arab country' s interests. It was like 
a stabbing in toe back, and a crime committed by criminals bent on 
perpetuating toe weak Arab stand. The blast in Damascus that 
caused human loss was designed as a bid to cause further splits in 
Arab ranks, with toe sole purpose of benefiting toe Israeli enemy. 
The same criminals have been blowing up cars and killing people in 
Beirut, with a similar purpose and with the intention of perpetuating : 
toe civil war in Lebanon. If Arabs are to be reconciled and live in 
«eace, their main target should be a complete annihilation of the 
riminals who lurk in toe dark and who continue to strike against our 
atkmal interests. 




VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schurmaniu 


U.S. media: Less concern over Mideast conflict, joy over OPEC Recline 


SAN FRANCISCO - There is 
a curious new attitude towards 
toe Middle East in the U.S. 
media. On toe one hand, there 
is joy that oil prices are going 
down, that U.S. oil dependence 
on toe Middle East is also way 
down, and that U.S. forces are 
not directly involved in Middle 
East troubles. 

At the same time there are 
signs of worry. The Middle 
East is seen as unpredictable, 
and still strategically very imp- 
ortant. Perhaps the sharpest 
worry now is over toe course of' 
toe Iran-Iraq war. It now seems 
to toe American media chat 
Iran is slowly beginning to pre- 
vail over Iraq. 

Perhaps the most significant 
indicator of this was a recent 
piece in the New York Times 
by a well-known journalist. His 


conclusion was that despite 
their technological strength, 
the Iraqis could not match the 

fighting fanaticism of the Ira- 

nians. 


Tree or not, there is a subtle 
sense in toe American media 
that in the weeks and months to 
come, there might be a cha n ge 
in toe war that could give toe 
advantage to Iran. And if that 
happens, a surge of Islamic 
fundamentalism could pour 
forth . from Iran -over other 
areas of the Middle East. 


I was surprised by toe big 
headlines given toe police riots' 
in Egypt in out main San Fra- 
ncisco newspaper. But then 
news of Egypt vanished from 
the press. There were some 
references to the part fun- 
damentalists may have played. 


There also have been a few 
items about the Sudan. There 
toe government of General 
Swareddahab has just sent a 
military delegation to Moscow. 
Bat friends of mine from the 
non-Islamic south tell me that a 
pro-Ethiopian movement 
down there is negotiating with 
the Mahdi party in order to 
explore toe possibilities of joint 
political action. Also toe Mus- 
lim Brotherhood is strong in 
the Sudan. 

And toe U.S. press is wor- 
ried about occupied Palestine. 
The assassination of toe mayor 
of Nablus was given big hea- 
dlines in many VS. news- 
papers. The press wishes that 
toe Palestinian issue would 
vanish, butit knows that it will 
not. 

And then there is another 


kind of worry which I saw in a ' 
Hong Kong Chinese news- 
paper. There they worried that . 
because of toe rapidly dec- 
lining price of oQ and toe dollar 
that Arab and Muslim cou- 
ntries might decide to shift all' 
their dollar assets to other cur- 
rencies. Peru in Latin America, 
interestingly, has already rem- 
oved its deposits in US, bonks- 
out of the country. 

I have seen few editorials on ' 
toe Middle East No one has 
any ideas as to what to do. 
There is hope that sooner or 
later the Soviets will let tho- 
usands of Soviet Jews emigrate 
to Israel. Maybe, it is felt, that 
will induce the Israeli gov- 
ernment to make concessions 
on toe Pales tinian issue. But 
beyond that there are no ideas. 

in the end toe big worry 



The Castro revolution at middle age 


Cuba is changing : the sugar harvest has almost failed; home own- 
ership is now possible ; surplus goods fetch economic prices; people 
grumble at bureaucracy; and there is more free access to the dollar. 
And, the realisation is that the welfare state is underpinned by Moscow 
rather than domestic resources. Robert Graham, recently in the island, 
reports. 


IN CUBA, this is the tone of the 
“zafra," the sugar harvest Up and 
down the island every resource is 
being mobilised for what is still the 
country’s principal economic act- 
ivity: the production of sugar and 
its derivatives. 

The zafra • js normally followed * 
closely ‘in the' press with .reports, 
couched in language more suited 
to some arcane sports fixture. 
Rival teams of oo-operatives vie to 
produce more and individuals toO 
to become celebrities by winning, 
toe accolade of “ millionaire” for 
the amount of cane cut. 

But this year, public discussion 
of the zafra is muted. Word has 
gone out that the harvest is little 
shortof disastrous. A combination 
of drought and damage wrought 
by Hurricane Kate last autumn 
could reduce the original target of 
8 million tons to below 7 million 
tons. This means that Cuba will 
almost certainly be unable to meet 
its commitments to supply toe 
Soviet Union and other countries 
in toe Comecon bloc. 

In tiie past, this would have mat- 
tered little'. Cuba has traditionally 
been viewed as toe weak infant in 
the Comecon family, whose str- 
ategic position in the Caribbean 
on the doorstep of the U.S. aut- 
omatically ensures Moscow’s ind- 
ulgence. But with the arrival of 
Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev in the 
Kremlin — and his new em phasis 
on economic efficiency — the 
clear directive to Dr. Fidel Castro 
is that Cuba’s performance must 
improve. The message from Mos- 
cow, in short/is that international 
solidarity among socialist cou- 
ntries should not be taken to mean 
that some can live on a permanent 
soft subsidy. 

These new pressures on Cuba 
come at a time when the economic 
battle has already superseded the- 
earlier and more basic struggle to 
ensure the survival of the rev- 
olution against U5. attempts at 
destabilisation. In the 26th year 

since the end of the Batista regime 
middle age has overtaken the 
Cuban revolution. 

The larger-than-life figure of 
Fidel still strides the Cuban stage 
but he is mellower, less dogmatic. 
His flowing beaid has thinned and 
turned grey and the trade mark 
cigar has gone. Since last August, 
he has given up smoking in public, 
and although he is re markabl y fit 
in his 60th year, the strain of run- 
ning Cuba for the past two and 
half decades has taken its toIL His 
mellower mood has even led him 
to muse on the attractions of lib- 
eration theology, while fas pol- 
itical nose has led him to embrace 
tiie debt issue and to find new acc- 
eptance in Latin America. 

The new relationship with Eas- 
tern bloc countries was underlined 
in February when Castro revealed 
at the third congress of the Cuban 
Communist Party that tiie country 
had been obliged to buy some 
500,000 tons of sugar on toe open 
market- to make up the shortfall in 
its Comecoa romnutmenis. 

But whfle t^e announcement 


was greeted with loud applause 
the reality for those managing the 
Cuban economy is more sober. 

This year's hard -currency ear- 
nings from free market sales of 
sugar, which Cuba originally 
hoped would be about VS. $230 
mMon, could be nearly wiped out 
by the need to boy for Comecon. 

Although the more hard-nosed 
Soviet attitude has imposed str- 
ains, the effect is not nearly as 
severe as some analysts in Was-* 
hington would pretend. More 
important is the way in which rec- 
ent vievelopments have hig- 
hlighted toe growing distortions 
and contradictions created by 
Cuba’s dependence upon toe Sov- 
iet Union and its allies. 

Since toe US. blockade of rev- 
olutionary Cuba, the Castroite 
experiment in socialism has 
been subsidised in four mail ways: 
through toe provision of oil sup- . 
plies to make up for the country’s 
energy shortage; through the pur- 
chase of sugar at a fixed price 
above the market rate, through 
soft trade credits and grants; and 
through militar y assistance. 

Senior Cuban officials decline 
to comment on Western dip- 
- lomatk assessments that East bloc 
assistance amounts to the equ- 
ivalent of $4 billion a year. Nev- 
ertheless they do admit that esp- 
ecially durmg toe past four years 
when other Latin American cou- 
ntries have seen the flow of aid 
and fresh money dry up, Cuba Gas 
not suffered in the same way — 
thanks jo their Soviet allies. 

Of particular importance have 
been the o3 supplies and sugar 
purchases, the latter often at five 
to six times the market price. This 
has been a tremendous cushion 


international oil prices has been 
viewed with alarm in Havana since 
all its sales are spot. Hie com- 
bination of lost ou gamings with 
open market purchases of sugar 
for Comecon could mean at least a 
25 per cent shortfall in expected 
bard -currency earnings this year'. 
This is bound to put a strain on 
Cuba's ability to service its $3.2 
bfllon foreign debt with Western 
creditors which it has been pun- 
ctilious in repaying until now. Fur- 
thermore, it will keepCuba witiyn 
a vicious circle: the country needs' 
.to diversify its trade .and .earn 
more hard -currency, butlo qoso 
it has to have access to Western 
credit. 


The pressure may be eased wit- 
hin toe next three years when the 
first of three Soviet-supplied nuc- 
lear power plants is due to come 
on stream. But Cuba’s nuclear 
power programme is at least five 
years, perhaps seven, behind sch- 
edule. The same applies to plans 

from 40,000 tonnes to lCH^OOi!) 
tonnes a year. Comecon is inv- 
estmg some $1.6 billion in this 
project, which is nearly five years 
behind schedule. Nickel is an imp- 
ortant potential hard -currency 
earner, provided Cuba can pro- 
duce efficiently and in large eno- 
ugh quantities. 


market which has so damaged 
other Caribbean economies. But it 
has equally encouraged the Cuban 
authorities to concentrate too 
much on sugar at a time when all, 
other economies in the region, 
have been seeking to lessen their 
vulnerability through div- 
ersification. The new five-year 
plan now being launched per- 
petuates toe predominance of* 
sugar, a gain through a hjgh gua- 
ranteed price for toe commodity. 

. Soviet energy supplies rep- 
resent a more curious distortion. 
The Soviet Union is understood to 
supply approximately 10 miQkm 
tons of cmde and products a year. 
Any saving which Cuba can make 
either in the form of higher dom- 
estic oil production or rat- 
ionalisation of energy use frees a 
part of this 10 mffian ton Soviet 
■supply, for hato-airrency sales. 
Last year, sales of this “surplus" 
crude were worth over $600 mil- 
lion, according to officials at the 
National Bank of Cuba. Put ano- 
ther way, Cuban sales of surplus 
Soviet crude account tar over half 
the island's hard-currency ear- 
nings. They have become toe mai- 
nstay on which Cuba has relied to 
purchase Western goods and tec- 
hnology. 

Not surprisingly, toe slide in 


For Cubans of all walks of life, 
Cuba without Fidel is unt- 
hinkable. That a committed Mar- 
xist in a state ruled by tightly-run 
Communist Party should feel free 
to indulge in theological dis- 
cussions and talk freely about his 
Catholic upbringing underlines 
the extraordinary individuality of 
Cuba’s leader and of Cuba itself in 
the context of Socialist countries. 

Aware of his own mortality, 
Jrowever, Fidel has sought to pre- 
pare the succession. This was one 
of toe main aims of toe party con- 
gress which conferred toe mantle 
of success i on unequivocally cm his 
younger and more introverted 
brother, Rani, aged 54. Paul's 
wife, Vilma Espm, a prominent 
figure in her own right as leader of 
the Cuban Women’s Federation 
has joined the 14-person Pol- 
itburo. So has Raul's deputy in the 
armed forces ministry, Abelaxdo 
Colome. By opting to keep the 
succession in the family, Fidel 
hopes to transfer his moral pre- 
stige wito ailihe other advantages 
of trust. 

Of! equal significance has been 
the congress’s decision to int- 
roduce new faces and younger 
blood mto-the higher echelons of 
the party. A third of the 146- 
strong central committee has been 
changed. Four of the old guard 
guerrilla commanders have been 
dropped from the powerful Pol- 
itburo, including Ramiro Valdes, 
who lost his job as interior min- 
ister in December for being, 
among other things, too much of 
an old-school hardliner. 

Cuban Socialism, a centrally 
planned economy according to tiie 
tenets of Marxi^Lenimsm, has 
^ become ever more of a tropical 
hybrid. 

Cuba continues to be one of toe 
most highly-mobilised societies in 
the world, starting with sch- 
oolchildren who join -the Jose 
Marti pioneers (a politicised boy 
scout/giri guide equivalent) thr- 


ough to neighbourhood defence 
committees (committees for the 
defence of the revolution). The 
CDR& incorporate 83 per cent of 
the population over 14, or some 
6.5 mflKo n people. Beyond this is 
the vanguard of 532,639 in toe 
Communist Parly. 

Such organisation reflects the 
regime's deep-felt insecurity. 
From an early age, Cubans are 

taughtthe need for permanent vig- 
flance against the dirty tricks of 
the: CIA and'the exiles in Miami. 
The antooritifes are afraid to drop 
their jgtraid, but the Sunday milit ia 
trammg Sessions, where groups of 
men and women learn to strip 
AK-47 rifles or p rep are booby 
traps, have a more informal air in 
the main city squares. Hie CDRs 
themselves are now more con- 
cerned with toe organisation of 
vaccination programmes or the 
monitoring of local crane than 
denouncing counter revolutionary 
neighbours. 

Since Ramiro Valdes’s dep- 
arture from toe interior ministiy, 
toe mood of relaxation has been 
palpable and there has been a slow 
but dear liberalisation, in all asp- 
ects of Chban life. 

Even tiie notion of property has 
been turned on its head. In the 
past 12 months, Cubans have been 
able to purchase their own homes. 
Instead of paying rent, equivalent 
to 10 per cent or salaries, they can 
convert to is into a “mortgage” — 
the deference being that they bec- 
ome respourible for repairs and 
epjoy rights of inheritance. So far 

200.000 home ownership deeds 
have been handed out in a.pop- 
ulatfon of 10 mil Son. As a result, 
an unofficial house market has 
grown q). The new economic plan 
proposes the construction of 

180.000 private homes, the same 
number as the state is due to buM. 
Another experiment is peasants’ 
markets, Where surplus goods 
produced by farmers are sold at 
street prices. 

Such developments are now 
taken up and parodied in films and 
theatre. Cubans these days often 
surprise visitors by the candour of 
their complaints — toe cumbrous 
system of ration cards, toe lab- 
yrinthine bureaucracy that ali- 
enates citizens behind mountains 
of cheaply printed forms. 

No one is more critical than 
Fidel. Take this catechism of woes 
from his report to the Party Con- 
gress: “An inadequate and uns- 
table supply of consumer goods, 
particularly clothing, footwear, 
home furniture and linen, as well 
as lack of variety, inappropriate 
sizes, poor finishing and outdated 

and repetitive designs, aggravated 
by irrational distribution.” A visit 
to any shop or department store 
invariably reveals shoddy goods, 
limited choice and long queues. . 

■ Attempts tor be mere . sensitive 
to consumer needs followed the 
exodus in 1980 of 120,000 Cub- 
ans disillusioned with the system. 
But the growth of disposable inc- 
omes has not been matched by 
supply. Those with access to dol- 
lars can buy in hard -currency 
shops butmost have to putiqj with 
high prices on the free market (rat- 
ioning coyere just under a third of 
consumer goods). Meanwhile, the 1 
visitors live almost exdnsively in a 
dollar economy. ‘ — Financial 

Times feature. 


about the Middle East.relates 
to ofl- And that is drrectly rel* 
ated to the Iran-Iraq war, and 
indirectly related to the 
Palestinian-Israeii issue. There 
is real worry about how fast oil 
prices and the dollar have dec- 
lined in value. There is worry 
that instead of producing pro- 
sperity, oil and dollar whKh are 

excessively cheap could lead to 
another major economic crisis. 


and Syria. Another istbe ea*- 
mg of relations between toe 
Sudan and Libya. If toe Arab 
countries can come closer tog-, 
ether as toe situation r a the 
land between the two river* 
becomes more] 
that is a gain. 


My own personal sense is 
that despite toe usual bad news 
from the Middle East, there axe 
quiet signs of hope. One sign of 
hope is that all toe Arab cou- 
ntries gave support to Qadhafi 
when the U.S. decided to thr- 
eaten him. Another sign is toe 
quie ting down of the Lebanese 
situation. Another is toe rap- 
proachement between Jordan 


The Arab World expects tit- 
tle from toe U5. and such an 
attitude is correct. But despite 
toe joy over the dedmmg- 
power of OPEC (and therefore 
Saudi Arabia), the United Sta- 
tes knows that toe Middle East 
remains one of toe most vital 

regions in toe world. And even 
if the talk from Washington- 
seems to be shaped by Zionist 
concerns, underneath that talk 
is more of an awareness of rea- 
lities than Middle Eastern peo- 
ple might think- 
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Swiss taste for isolation 
underlies U.N. rejection 


By Peter Conradi 

Reuter 


ZURICH —Swiss voters’ dedsive 
rejection of a government bid to 
join the United Nations illustrates' 
their firm attachment to toe spl- 
endid isolation under which Swi- 
tzerland has prospered for dec- 
ades, political commentators say. 
Few were surprised that the 


vktingthem with around 5 100 mil- 
lion worth of aid a year. A Swiss 
national has recently been named 
U.N. high commissioner for ref- 
ugees and another heads toe Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 

Commentators explain this 
apparent contradiction through a 
Swiss preference for practical act- 
ion rather than debate coupled 
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conservative Swiss should use the. with a deep distrust of distant bur- 
weekend* s national referendum to eauciacies . 


question toe advantages of bel- 
atedly taking their place alongside 
toe 159 other full members of toe 
U.N. 40 years after toe body’s 
foundation. 

Fear of compromising 
centuries-old neutrality coupled 
with toe minimal material benefits 
of membership proved powerful 


Pre-referendum polls, which 
sharply understated opposition to 
membership, showed most-voters 
were worried about the imp- 
lications for Swiss impartiality of 
having to join in U.N. organised 
sanctions. 

Others amply wondered what 
they would get in return for the 


arguments in a country long-noted extra SI 0-5 million a year full 
for its sense of self preservation, membership would cost. 

However, the overwhelming The result showed tfae greatest 
mar gin by which membership was opposition to membership — over 
rejected — three to one — pro- 80 percent —in the conservative 
vided a major shock for toe gov- German -speaking cantons of cen- 
erament and surprised officials at tral Switzerland, 
the U.N.’s European hea- With toe votes counted, both 
dquarters, ironically situated in sides say the decision should not . 
Geneva. a be used as an excuse for change in ^ 

. ’The majority of Swiss continue the country's carefully-weighed 
to prefer to watch world politics foreign policy, 
from toe balcony,” commented . ^he People’s Party, the only 
toe Zurich daily Tages Anzeiger, member of the four-way ruling 
although it added that the dedsive coalition to oppose membership, 
factor may have been quite sim- <myl Switzerland should fight any 
ply: “ What is in it for us?” • temptation to retreat into its shell. 

The referendum marked the Th e cfirector-general of toe 
first rime in toe U.N.'s history that UM. European office Eric Sty 
a government had decided toJet.'told Reuters he . hoped “to con- 
toe people have the final say on tinue to have excellent, cordial 
'membership. " '.and privilegedTelatjons with our 

Although economically and ail- jjost country.” 

foreign Minister Pierre Aubert, 
a Social Democrat and a driving 
force' behind membership, made 
dear before toe vote that he had 
no intention of resigning if it went 
against him. 

The frequent usex>f referendum 
conflicts and hosting organisations ,^in Switzerland to decide, policy 
and conferences aimed at sorting “ means poKtiaans from the federal^ 
out the worid’sproblems. • ’government down to the smallest ' 
Switzerland is also an active local council are often ‘forced to 
member of almost all the U.N.'s' bow to the will of the^eople wit- 
subsidiary organisations, pro- hout any loss of face. 


totally aligned with Western Eur- 
ope, Switzerland clings to a cen- 
turies old neutrality which has' 
kept it out of both world wars.. 

At the same time it has acquired 
a high-profile in international aff- 
airs, acting as mediator in various 


CENTRAL TENDERS 
No. 37,38,39,40 


Construction of the secondary schools/ The Sixth 
Education Project 


The contractors who had been qualified previously for 
the Sixth Education project and willing to participate 
in the following bids are requested to get bid doc- 
uments from the project directorate, Ministry of Edu- 
cation from 15/3/1986 with the following conditions:- 


1. The Sixth Education Project is partially financed by 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Dev- 
elopment, and the Islamic Bank for Development, 
the secondary schools are divided into two groups 
and these tenders constitute the second group 
which is the last one. y H 


2. Description of the announced tenders:-^ 

It includes the construction of the secondary sch- 
ools at the following srtes:- 


No. 37/86 Marj AJhamam, Madaba, with an app- 
roximate area of 11290 m 2 . 


No. 38/86 Wadi Eseer, Ain AJbasha, Zay, with an 
approximate area of 11910 m 2 . 


No 39/86 Almazar, Dier Abi Said, with an app- 
roximate area of 11360 m 2 . 


AShajarah ' with " approximate 


3 - and tender b0nd ,or «<* 


Price 
JD 250 


Tender Bond 
JD 25,000 

4/19B6. date fof reCeiVin9 copy of tender is Saturday 2&I 




niNwtnr ^ Contr al Committee. 

Director of the Government Tendering 
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Compaq defies the computer analysts 


W" i ^ 




£ / 


Louise Kehoe explains hoty Compaq, the UJi. computer company , 
developed rapidly by making a virtue of beuig IB V - compatible and 
beat m lhe giant out of the portable personal computer market 


40 YEARS" The liberal weekly newspaper “Die Zeit,” 

published in Hamburg, Federal Republic of Germany, celebrated 
its 40th anniversary at the end of February. Here seen at the 
H am b u rg Bresshaus are (from the left): editor-in-chief The© Som- 
mer, co-proprietor Hflde von Lang, co-publisher Marion Grafin 
Dn nhnff and co-proprietor, co-pubHsber Helmut Schmidt, the 
former Federal Chancellor (Photo by DtaWdpa) 


plumb for gold 


By John Howard 

The Associated Press 

CHILI BAR, California — Cal- 
ifornia's Sierra Nevada, where the 
19th-century gold rush was born, 
is the scene of a new scramble as 
hunters find the precious metal in 
streams and canyons where it was 
exposed by recent storms. 

“I know a man who's been pro- 
specting 20 years, and he says he 
lias found more in die past two 
weeks than all the time before." 
said one prospector, a 34-year-old 
Indiana carpenter, who would 
only speak if he was not identified. 
“The rains have washed it all 
down into the streams or behind 
rocks or into gullies." 

By tradition, gold-hunters are 
discreet, like this prospector who 
said he would take a reporter to 
his Amador County site “only if 
yon wear a blindfold when we go 
in.” 

Last month, northern Cal- 
ifornia was lashed by nine days of 
storms that killed 13 people, Inj- 
ured 57, forced the evacuations of 
50,000 residents and caused b320 
million in damages. » 

But there was a migget of good 


tcher — is the 200-mile long wes- 
tern slope of the Sierra Nevada 
between Sonora and DowrueviQe, 
a region crisscrossed by swift riv- 
ers. The towns dot 'north-south 
state route 49, a winding, narrow 
highway through rustic com- 
munities like Jamestown, Angels 
Camp, Sutter Creek, PlacenriUe, 
Pilot HHJ, Auburn, Grass Valley 
and Nevada City. 

The locals call the area “gold 
country.” 

It includes the most famous gold 
town of all Co loro a, where James 
Marshall hit pay dirt L37 years ago 
at John Sutter's mill on the Ame- 
ricas River. His find launched the 
California gold rush. 

Today's prospectors have dis- 
covered gold-rich soil sticking to 
the roots of felled trees. Others 
have found the metal in riveis 
where roads have been washed 
away.or mudslides have occurred. 

.The heavy metal weighs more 
than the sand or debris around it. 
Pouring water over the soil, 
known as p anning , removes the 
silt but leaves die gold. 

“Panningis really kind of an art, 
but you just learn to pick it up," 
Bailey said, as he swished water 
with a quick wrist action over deep 


SAN FRANCISCO — In Feb- 
ruary 1982, three engineer hud- 
dJed in a Houston pie shop, poring 
over ideas for a new personal 
computer company. They ske- 
tched out on the back of a pla- 
cemat plans for what would bee-, 
ome the Compaq portable com- 
puter. 

Four years later, Compaq int- 
roduced its second generaton 


jjuimuie pei- 

sonal computer, an event which 
followed on the heels of the ann- 
ouncement that sales had readied 
5500 mflfifm in 2985, malrmg it 
the fastest growing computer 
company in tire world. 

Joseph (Rod) Canion, 42, a nat- 
ive of Houston, Jim Harris, 42, of 
Three-Rivers, Texas, and Bill 
Murto, 40, an “army brat” edu- 
cated in Texas, all former Texas 
Instruments engineers, founded 
Compaq with the goal of bec- 
oming “one of the top five” mak- 
ers of personal computers. Alr- 
eady it is number two behind the 
computer giant IBM. 

Compaq's success has* defied 
the predictions of computer ind- 
ustry analysts. Making “ clones” of 

short cut^d&aster E>r most com- 
panies that have tried it, but Com-, 
paq's approach has been unique 
and the confidence of its founders 
steadfast, despite the critics. 

Gompaq is not a “done maker,” . 
insists Rod Canion, the company’s 
president. “We don’t use that 
word around here.” adds a com- 
pany executive firmly. Instead, as 
Compaq puls it, its products con- 
form to the business persona] 
computer market standard est- 
ablished by IBM. 

So, rather than fighting to est- 
ablish its own software standards 
like Apple Computer, Compaq 
fell into line wim IBM making 
fully compatible machines that 
can run pro gra mmes designed for 
IBM pcs. With each of its pro- ‘ 
ducts, however, Compaq has 
added something lacking m IBM’s 
pcs. 

. Compaq made its name by int- 
roducing, early in 1983, the first 
portable IBM-compatible per- 
sonal computer. Although IBM 
later announced its own portable, 
Compaq still dominates mis mar- 
ket sector and IBM is said to have 
stopped manufacturing its por- 
table pcaltDgether.althoagh IBM 


declines to comment. 

Beating IBM out of any sector 
of the computer market is enough 
to impress most computer ind- 
ustry^ watchers, but Cbmpaq’s ach- 
ievements are broader. Much of 
the company’s success is att- 
ributed to its command of the 
computer retail distribution cha- 
nnel. 

Unlike most personal computer 




through computer retail dealers. 
“ We do not compete with our dea- 
lers by selfing direct to large cor- 
porations,” explains John Gribi, 
chief finan cial officer. This, tog- 
ether with Compaq’s generous 
■ dealer margins, has cemented a 
“real dose relationship” between 
Compaq and its 1,900 US. dea- 
lers. 

Chnion says that, according to 
private research, 58 per cent of 
Fortune 1000 companies say that 
computer dealers are their pri- 
mary source of supply for personal 
computers, up from 49 per cent a 
year ago. Business customers app- 
arently want to creat systems with 
peripherals and add-ons from dif- 
ferent manufacturers without hav- 
ing to shop around. Individual 
manufacturers cannot match the 
low overhead, hi fl h quality sales 
and support of the dealers, Canion 
maintains. 

Cbmpaq’s phenomenal growth 
— the company reported $111 
milfion in sales in its first full year 
of operations, an American bus- 
iness record, and second year sales 
of $329 milfion — is simply the 
result of “doing things right,” acc- 
ording to Canion. “we didn’t go 
after a hundred milfion dollars or 
five hundred million dollars. We 
went after the basics — the dis- 
tribution channel and the right 
product position.” 

On-the-job experience taught 
Canion two important lessons, he 
recalls: “On the positive side, the 
need for controls — the need to 
know the facts and numbers. And 
on the other hand, seeing the ine- 
fficiencies that big companies can 
unfortunately put on their key 
employees, was very impr e ss ive 
training in what not to do ” 

• Both lessons have been inc- 
orporated in Compaq's culture. 
From day one, Compaq was a 
“large company in the formative 
stages,” says John Gribi. Compaq 
slatted life, for example, wim a 


computer system fit for a billion 
dollar company. “We knew that if 
we were going to grow quickly we 
needed systems that would last 
without having to make changes. 
We were committed to a very sop- 
histicated and total package of 
information systems from the beg- 
inning,” says Gribi. 

“At the heart of being able to 
grow as we have, without com- 
pletely losing your mind, is to have 
the systems in place,” echoes Can- 
ion. The computers and people 

thatnrmriH/atnn monaa/>n»ntunth 


information on a day-by-day bass 
are vital, Canion believes. “When 
I see a company that is getting into 
trouble, I know in my heart that 
the guy is making the decisions the 
best he could, but he didn’t have 
the facts. If you don’t have the 
facts you are guessing to a high 
degree — it’s too risky.” 

Cutting out the “guesswork” of 
business decisions does not imply 
rigidity. “We have a financial plan 
in mind, but we don’t run the 
company to a certain revenue tar- 
get or any specific number target. 
We plan what we think will hap- 
pen, but it’s always wrong ” says 
Canion. 

Compaq’s goal is to grow som- 
ewhat faster than the personal 
computer market. So if, as Canion 
expects, the market grows by 
20-25 per cent next year, Compaq 
should be able to grow by around 
30 per oent, he projects. But if the 
market should grow at a much 
slower rate, “that is OK too,” he 

main tame 

Keeping control of rapid growth 
no longer worries Canion. “We 
will never again see the rate of 
growth that we experienced in 
1983,” he points out. Within 12 
months, Conqxiq grew from 100 
people to over 600: from making 
200 units per month in January to 
IOjOOO in the month of December, 
from zero sales to $111 milfion for 
foe year. 

“Because of the way we did it, 
we ended the year stronger than 
when we began," Canion claims. 
Having an experienced man- 
agement team in place from foe 
shut was a critical aspect of Com- 
paq's busmess plan. “The man- 
agement team was relatively mat- 
ure,” points out Gribi. “We knew 
what to watch for.” 

Team work is vital to Compaq, 
all of its managers believe. “One 
of the basic elements we look for 
in people is their ability to work as 
a team player. We will avoid the 


best person in foe world if, bec- 
ause he or foe is eccentric or for 
some other reason, they cannot 
work as part of a team,” Canion 
stresses. *Tm sure that we could 
not have come this far this fast if 
we didn't have a team that was 
working as well as we are tog- 
ether.” 

Compaq was unusually for- 
tunate in its ability to raise foods 
to put people and resources in 
place before its busmess could 
support them. The company rec- 
eived S3D million in venture cap- 


ital in 1 982 , from investors led by 
Sevin Rosen Management. 

“ We knew that we could not be 
cash constrained,” says Gribi. 
“We had to have cash. One of foe 
hallmarks of start-up failures is 
that they are under-capitalised 

Another essential ingredient in 
Compaq’s "recipe for success” has 
been the very personal computer 
the company is making. “We rely 
80 per cent upon our mam com- 
p/j ter systems for information and 
20 per cent upon personal com- 
puters,” says GribL 

“The personal computer puts so 
much power on an individual's, 
desk. He can turn information 
around so quickly.” 

“Yon cannot wait for the facts, 
you go find them — get them tog- 
ether with foe right people and 
reach a decision," says Canton. 

Over the next few months. 
Compaq will face some of foe 
oust critical decisions in the com- 
pany’s history. “Our next cha- 
llenge is to expand in some way 
beyond the portable and desktop 
busmess market," Canion eiq>- 
lafos. The wrong move, he admits, 
could be disastrous. 

Canion is not giving away too 
much about Compaq’s future dir- 
ections. He acknowledges, how- 
ever, that his team is muffing the 
possibility of moving dow- 
nmarket, into foe under 51,000 
personal computer sector. 

* hi foe meantime, Compaq's 
new product is designed to rea- 
ssert the company’s leadership in 
foe portable computer market. 
The Compaq portable n is sma- 
ller, lighter and more powerful 
than foe original. 

“The Compaq idea was not one 
of foe century’s all-time greats,” L 
. J Sevin, one of COn^aq’s principal 
venture backers, is sakl to have 
remarked, “but the way those 
gnys executed it was spectacular” 
— Financial Times news feature. 


Randa Hapibs 
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Work rules 1 that work 

ALTHOUGH the situation of employees in Jordan is really in bad 
shape, it did not reach yet the stage of employers asking their 
workers to give “at least two weeks notice” before they pass away! 

But what is really happening is that workers, as I previously 
said, feeling imsecnre in their jobs, have pinned up those famous 
“work rates”. Of course it is a joke, a joke that allows those 
employees to let out foe steam. 

I am regularly contacted by company employees who tell of their 
problems. Unfortunately there is very Uttle I can do. 

I was told about a secretary who was asked by her employer to 
resign when be learned that she was pregnant. The company felt 
that three weeks of maternity leave were bound to reduce her 

work. And even more, in these days of unemployment, two unm- 
arried, less experienced secretaries can be appointed for the salary 
of one. But, you wffl agree with me that a married secretary needs 
her job even more after she gets a baby. Why then force her out? Is 
this fair? This situation has, unfortunately, become common these 


It i$ no secret that the private sector is passing through difficult 

times which force some companies to reduce foe number of their 
employees. Others are not able to pay worker’s salaries on time. 
Well, these things happen, the whole region is being affected by 
economic crises. 

But what Is imforgivaMe is that some employers kick people out 
of their jobs with no valid reason, just because they fed they can 
find in the “market” others who would do the same kind of work 
for a lower salary, people being desperate to get a job, any job. 

Something should be done to prevent similar injustices. Cynical 
“work rules” Hanging on office doors are unfortunately not eno- 
ugh. 

Australia’s young give 
government headache 


. news:. the soggy ground and .and jpprojffing: yeBow 

corned up fresh iW . : -v* i. . 

de^sitsof gjra-nra sou and rock. - f . Pans^ and. sluice boxes which 
“We’ve had more people-fin remove silt, abound, but ‘Ye term 
here than at any time since gold hunters use powerful underwater 
was more than 5800 an -ounce (28 vacuums with gasoline engines, 
grammes)," said Paul Bailey, that suck silt into sieves, allowing 
owner of a hardware store 45 the operator to check tor gold. . 
miles east of Sacramento that cat- Downieville. a rugged mou- 
ersto gold hunters. “I normally ntam town offthe tourist track, is a 
put in one or two orders per week popular region for banters who 
(for equipment), now I'm putting use these dredgers, 
in one every day." On March 14, Eddy, a Sacramento mailman 
; gold sold for roughly $348 per who wouldn't give his foil name, 
ounce in world markets. - has a Downieville-area claim 

While few pannere were seen dirges regulariy. He 

along the major rivers, numerous ^ he finds 2.5 to 3 ounces <70 to 
ribbons or pennants were tied to 84 g™»> « Jg* .„ dra ™S * 
tree branches, signaling the areas good weekend. But if s a lot of 
had been d aimed. w*- You have to hike m a long 

Several prospectors said the iso- way to get to the claim. 

I a ted. rugged canyons and steep • . On weekend nights, pro- 
streams have 'drawn an unusually specters gather in the St. Charles 
large number of gold-seekers. Hotel in Downieville, playing 
Their numbers are expected to poker and swapping stories of 
increase, particularly on wee- their luck, Eddy said. Prospectors 
fcends, as the weather warms and sell their gold to local buyers, 
the mountains’ deep snowpack banks and stores, or use it as cur- 
melts. rency.In isolated areas, filling sta- 

“There’s probably more gold tions and cafes often have scales in 
here (in the mountains) than has ““ir windows, an amwimeraent 
ever been taken out," said Jim * at S? w is purchased or accepted 
Kain of Chili Bar, a tiny com- as money, 
rnonity of mobile homes, a slate Buyers pay finders “70 per cent 

mine and a restaurant. Chili Bar of the cost of gold on foe New 
itself,' however, .has little gold, York Stock Exchange at noon our 
because of a date upstream on an time that day," Bailey said. 
American River fork. “They’ll pay up to 75 per cent if 

The focus of the new gold rush foe gold is inlarge nuggets.” 

— “We're calling it a gold rush The. gold in fora is generally 
because that’s what it is,” said sold to jewellers or major gold 
Camino prospector Sterling Fie- dealers, he said. - 


Compact 


discs to play more than music 


BOSTON — Compact discs have 
become a smash hit for the music 
industry in only three years. Now 
the |iersona] computer industry is 
hoping it will be just as successful 
in using the same discs to store 
data. 

The first discs for computers 
were introduced last year with the 
capacity to store 550 miffion cha- 
ractersof data. That is 1 ,500 times 
the capacity of the floppy discs 
used by most personal computers 
for storage or enough to record 
the entire Encyclopaedia Bri- 
wnniM with ropm left over. 

But efforts to transfer the tec- 
hnology to computers have run up 
against a problpm unheard of in 
the stereo business — there is no 
standard format for compact discs 
used. with computers, whereas any 
music disc can be used on any pla- 
yer that works with any stereo sys- 
tem. 

Analysts said foe lack of sta- 
ndards is currently the largest 
inqiediment to sales of compact 
(fiscs for computers. 

The current state of the market 
is often compared with foe early 
.days of videocassette recorders, 
when companies promoting two 
| competing standards, VHS and 
Beta, confused the consumer and 
delayed foe growth of foe entire 
market. 

I * To avoid foe same confusion 


with:c6inpact (fiscs .and, speed up 
*aoxptahce of the product, a group 
of computer companies led by sof- 
tware publisher Microsoft have 
joined together to develop a sta- 
ndard format. 

“Our goal is to create an imp- 
1 emeu table format by the end of 
foe first quarter of 1986,” said 
Wflfiam Zoelfick, manager of sof- 
tware research for TMS, a mem- 
ber of foe group. 

Other members of the group, 
which has dubbed itself High Sie- 
rra, include digital equipment and 
reference technology. 

Microsoft, developer of the 
MS-DOS operating system used 
by all IBM and IBM-compatible 
personal computers, is the driving 
force behind foe effort to make all 
compact discs interchangeable 
between different computers and 
players and is rapidly increasing its 
own commitment to the tec- 
hnology. 

In January, Microsoft acquired 
Citation, a developer of compact 
disc software, and is currently hos- 
ting a compact (fisc conference in 
Seattle. Thomas Lopez, vice pre- 
sident of Microsoft’s newly- 
created compact (fisc division, said 
foe company will make some 
major announcements at foe con- 
ference. 

If Microsoft’s efforts to pro-, 
mote standardisation are suc- 
cessful.' market researcher Dak/ 
Trend predicts that worldwide 
sales for computer uses will inc- 


“rease from a miniscule 3,000 pla- 
yers'in 1985 to 353 ,000 byi 988. 

Disk/Trend president James 
Porter said he expects five to 10 
per cent of all personal computers 
will have compact disc drives in 
five years but added, “sta- 
ndardisation is very important. 
Clearly there must be one com- 
mon set of software if foe market 
is to develop." 

Most manufacturers of com pact 
discs still expect almost all of foe 
demand to come from the music 
industry for several years to come. 

The success of foe discs, first 
introduced by joint developers 
Sony and Philips in 1983, has alr- 
eady exceeded all expectations. 
Sales of foe music players reached 
one milfion units in 1985 and are 
expected to double again this year. 

The 4.7-inch (17.5. cm) alu- 
minium (fiscs contain digital code 
which is read by a laser in foe pla- 
yer. Any kind of information can 
by encoded on 'disc — music, data 
or images. 

Compact discs used with com- 
puters are known as CD-ROM — 
compact disc read-only memory 
— because they are pre-recorded 
and can be read only by foe com- 
puter. They are not erasable and 
no new information can be added 
by foe user. 

Currently, CD-ROM are used 
strictly to store data' bases. For 
example, Grolier Electronic Pub- 
lishing offers its academic Ame- 


rican Encyclopaedia on a '(fisc for 
use on u a Philips player and IBM 
personal computer. 

There are still some technical 
glitches which must be worked out 
before compacr discs are ideal for 
computers. At present, the Sli- 
ghtest imperfection on foe disc can 
cause foe laser to misread the enc- 
oding — a flaw that is tolerable in 
music but veiy noticeable with 
data. 

But software publishers are 
hopeful that, once standards are 
workd out, the types of app- 
lications available will mushroom. 


By Fraacfa Dmifel 

Reuter 

SYDNEY — Australia's you- 
ngsters, many without work and 
into drags and crime, are giving 
the government its biggest hea- 
dache. 

Prime Minister Bob Hawke says 
that years of neglect have left Aus- 
tralian youth with a sense of iso- 
lation and powerlessness. 

He has ordered his Labour 
Party government to tackle foe 
you di problem as “ p r i ori ty num- 
ber one" before it gets out of 
hand. 

Hawke rates foe task so highly 
that a special telephone fink has 
been set up so young people can 
contact him directly about their 
difficulties or at least be sure their 
messages are passed on to him. 

But officials closely involved in 
the first government scheme spe- 
cifically aimed at helping young 
people told Reuters there were no 
quick-fix solutions aod said the 
process would be slow and ard- 
uous. 

They blame foe country’s edu- 
cation system for not equipping 
young Australians to enter a job 
market where emphasis has shi- 
fted to advanced technology. 

“Our education system has 
been old fashioned and unable to 
cope with important structural 
changes in foe economy, the lab- 
our market and society in the past 
decade ” said a senior official. 

According to foe latest official 
statistics there are 2.6 million 
people between the ages of 25 and 
24 in Australia's total population 
of 15 mfllon. 

More than 200,000 young men 
and women are out of work, about 
20 per cent of the total jobless 
number, and are dependent on 
social welfare benente or dole 
handouts. 


Officials are worried that many 
of the m are so used to living on the 
dole that they may never want to 
work. 

At present a young unemployed 
person rearceives about 50 Aus- 
tralia dollars (S35) a week. 
Hawke wants to offer an equal 
amount in free educational all- 
owances to remove foe attraction 
of tire dole. 

A group of top businessmen has 
said an urban guerrilla movement 
could emerge among disillusioned 
youth. 

The government dismissed the 
warning as an exaggeration but 
officials admitted that it reflected 
the seriousness of tiie problem and 
the urgent need to find a core. 

Drug addiction aud crime 
among young people has been inc- 
reasing. 

“Too many young people are 
inadequately boused, too many 
receive inadequate health care, 
the welfare needs of too many are 
not being addressed and there are 
too many alcohol-and drug- 
related deaths among young peo- 
ple," Hawke told parliament. 

One of tiie key dements of his 
scheme is a mixture of vocational 
and on-the-job training for at least 
75,000 young people in foe next 
10 years. 

Bnt officials said the pro- 
gramme was already lagging far 
behind and was not expected to 
reach tire initial target of 10,000 
trainees for this year. 

Hawke has promised not to give 
up and lias been drumming up 
support for the project over tel- 
evision and radio. 

The special telephone fink — 
known as “Bob Hawke's priority 
oncflBzribcr” — has been set up so 
that young people can contact the 
prime minis ter when he visits 
radio stations around country. 


On Sale Now 


Book of proverbs — don’t judge it by its cover 




By Robert Busier 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — When times are 
fongh and foe road is long, it helps 
to remember what the Armenians 
say: “The watermelon will not 
ripen in your armpit-" 

Or. as foe Romanians sagely 
warn: “He who mixes up with 
bran is eaten by pigs.” And spe- 
aking of bran, never forget foe 
Vietnamese saying, “’What is true 
of foe buffalo’s bowels is true of 
foe cow’s bowels.’’ ' 

Wolfgang Mieder, a German- 
born folklorist and professor, 
mindful of the Yoruba saying "a 
proverb is foe horse of con- 
versation,” has compiled a thu- 
ndering herd of 18,500. 

“The Encyclopaedia of World 
Proverbs" is hfljed as the .largest 
compilation of its kind, offering 
nearly 600 pages of wisdom. 

-Mieder, head of . foe .German . 
and Russian language department 
at the University of Vermont in 
Buffington, has been, collecting 
proverbs for 15 years rod spent 
two years partiag togefoer his lat- 
est effort, published by Prentice.' 
HalL 


Contrary to a common notion 
that proverbs must be. ancient, - 
Mieder says net* .ones are being' 
coined every year.. He cites “dif- - 
ferent strokes for different-folks” 
as a recent American addition to 
the genre. 

Nor does foe identity of foe aut- 
hor need to have been tost, alt- 
hough that is often foe case. 

“You may have a phrase that 
hundreds use. but only a few know 
it comes- from Shakespeare," 
Mieder points out. 

H£ says defining a proverb is no 
simple matter ; As his own working 
definition he used “a concise sta- 
tement of an apparent truth which 
has or has had some currency.’' 

Some proverbs are harder to 
translate and appreciate than oth- 
ers. The Russian saying “You 
cannot sew buttons on your nei- 
ghbour’s mouth’* is clear enough. 

. But it takes a minute to grasp 
what the Dutch mean when they 
say: “Roast geese- don’t come fly- ■ 
ing into your mouth." 

- The book contains, advice, that 
has evolved from all professions' 
and cultures'. There is a Yiddish 
saying: “You can’t grow.com on 


the .ce fling.” The Armenians rem- 
ark: “Yon don't soak lentils in 
your month,” and foe Maltese 
offer: “Medicine is not roast 
beef." 

Lawyers are singled out. the 
Germans say: “Lawyers are bad 
Christians.” while many other cul- 
tures say even worse things about 
them. 

Mexicans urge us to avoid par- 
tial solutions with: “The best way. 
to put an end to foe bugs is to set 
fire fo foe bed.” 

Former leaders may find food 
for thought among such proverbs 
as "Loyalty is more valuable than 
diamonds” — appropriately eno- 
ugh fro rathe Philippines. 

Variations on a single theme are 
. found in several parts of foe world. 
Yiddish -speakers offer: “One rot- 
ten apple spoils foe other." The 

- Maltese say the same about ora- 

- rages, foe Japanese about peaches, 
rod one African tribe says it about 
nuts. •' 

, Similarly, while foe English say: 
“You may take a horse to the- 
water but you can’t make him 
"drink ,** foe Danish know foe same 
thing about oxen and foe Dutch 


about donkeys. 

The French tell us: “The hun- 
chback does not see his own 
bump, but be sees his brother's,” 
.while across foe Mediterranean 
the Moroccans say precisely the 
same thing about the camel. 

The Russians say: “Moscow 
wasn’t built man instant,” and foe 
French: “Paris was not built iu a 
day,” but foe English version of 
♦his proverb names Rome. 1 not 
London. 

Predictably, almost every cul- 
ture has ranch to say about money . 
“Money is a master everywhere," 
say tiie Czechoslovaks, and foe 
Maltese say: “ Money is a mattress 
of thorns.” 

According- to foe Romania n s: 
-With money one can even buy 
rabbit cheese." 

At times, two cultures can put a 
different spin on foe same subject. 
“Better late than never,” the Eng- 
lish tell us, while foe Germans say 
“a little too late is much too late." 

Mieder’ s collection shows nea- 
rly as much sexism as wisdom. 

"Satisfy a dog with a bone and a 
woman with a fie," foe Basques 
counsel, while foe Estonians say: 


A woman has long hair and short 
brain” and - foe Japanese: “A 
woman's wisdom is monkey wis- 
dom." 

"Proverbs without any doubt 
are misogynous.” Mieder ack- 
nowledges. comparing- them to 
legends, fairy tales and other 
male-dominated bits of lore. 

Mieder says some proverbs are 
almost as old as language. Such 
sayings as "One hand washes foe 
other” are ancient, and he has wri- 
tten a 60-page paper tracing “Big 
fish eat little fish " back to the eig- 
hth century B.C. 

Mieder believes all cultures are 
rich in proverbs, although some of 
these treasures have been mined 
more thoroughly thro others. Fin- 
land, he says, has more thro one 
million proverbs. 

Mieder said he could have wri- 
tten 20 rimes as much but his pub- 
lisher said foe book was long eno- 
ugh. 

As the Lebanese say. ’“Not 
every long thing is a banana, nor 
every round thing a walnut-" 

Or, as foe Japanese like to say, 
"A dipper can't be used for an 
earpick” 









Bruno clears path to 
world title challenge 


LONDON (AP) — Frank Bruno, Britain’s exciting 
heavyweight who hopes to fight for the world title 
later this year, relinquished his European boxing 
drown Wednesday rather than be forced into a man- 
datory defence against an unranked opponent. 

Bnmo, who won the title when promoter would have wanted to 


he knocked out Sweden's Anders 
Eklund in four rounds last Oct- 
ober, had been ordered by the 
European Boxing Union to def- 
end his title against Andre Van 
Den Oetelaarof The Netherlands. 

Under European rules, the 
match had to take place within six 
months of the Eklund fight — 
meaning an April deadline. 

Bruno's manager. Terry Law- 
less, and the British Boxing Board 
of Control objected to the nom- 
ination of Oeielanr, claiming a 
mis- match. 

With time running out. Lawless 
informed the European union 
through the British Boxing Board 
that Bruno had vacated the title 
rather than meet an opponent 
who. on paper, is several classes 
weaker. 

Had the bout taken place, it 
would almost certainly have been 
in Holland because no British 


stage a financially unattractive 
championship bout. 

Although he was overjoyed 
when he won the European 
crown, Bruno now has his sights 
set oq a tilt at the world hea- 
vyweight title, an ambition that 
might have been wrecked had he 
lost against Van. Den Oeielaar. 

The EBU immedia tely found a 


replacement for the Dutchman in 
Denmark's Steffen Tangstad, 

On March 4. Bruno knocked 
out South Africa's Genie Coetzee 
at London’s Wembley Arena to 
become the World Boxing Ass- 
ociation’s official no. 1 contender. 

He could get his world title cha- 
nce later this year against either 
Tony Tubbs or Tim Witherspoon, 
who are expected to fight this 
summer in a rematch of their Jan- 
uary showdown. 

Witherspoon won that fight on 
points and took the title from 
Tubbs but officials ordered a rem- 
atch after a dope test on the new 
champion proved positive. 


USD C announces that it 
opposes open Olympics' 


COLORADO SPRINGS. Col- 
orado ( AP) — The United States 
Olympic Committee announced 
Tuesday that it does not support 
an "open" Olympic Games fea- 
turing top professional com- 
petitors. 

It said, however, that it strongly 


FAMILY FROM GERMANY 

is seeking 

villa or flat (four to five bedrooms) unfurnished or par- 
tly furnished (telephone a must). 

Preferred loca tion Sh 7 leisani. Dhahit Al Rashid or near 
Holiday Inn. 

Please call: 667021 



Make it mother's 
day off. 

Show her that yon care by taking her 
to our very Special Mother's day lunch 
at the Jericho Restaurant. 

We care too by presenting her 
with a beautiful orchid and treating her 
like a queen for the day. 


Special Menu Inchided 
CHAMPAGNE*" 



supports allowing any U.S. pro- 
fessional athelete to compete in 
any sport other than the one for 
which the athelete is being paid. 

The USOC also said each int- 
ernational federation should def- 
ine which atheletes are “pro- 
fessional" in a sport. 

The Soviet Union has ann- 
ounced its opposition to pro- 
fessionals competing in Olympics. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF I Fans may give Egypt, the edge 


Hadlee leads N.Zealand over Australia 

DUNEDIN, New Zealand (AP) — New Zealand defeated Aus- 
tralia on Wednesday by 29 runs in .the first of a series of four 
one-day internationals at Carisbrook. Replying to New Zealand’s . 
score of 186 for six in its allotted SO overs, the visitors could . 
muster only 157 before being dismissed in the 47th over. Richard 
Hadlee was the chief destroyer for New Zealand, clainung four for 
15 in 9.5 overs, while part-time medium-pacer Martin Crowe 
returned an economical two for 23 off 10 overs. Faced with an 
accurate New Zealand attack and a slowish outfield, the Aus- 
tralians lost wickets regularly and were never on course to win. 

UAE heads for Bahrain and Golf tourney 

ABU DHABI (R) —The United Arab Emirates (UAE) national 
soccer team left for Bahrain Wednesday to play in next week’s 
Gulf Championship, buoyed by a strong showing in a test enc- 
ounter Tuesday with Yugoslavia's Partisan. Brazilian coach Car- 
los Alberto called the match, in which the two teams drew J-I. 
“good training" before the Gulf Championship begins on Sat- 
urday. “ WhatTt showed is that we have the basic reserves, which is 
an important thing for any team,” he told local newspapers. 

1 

Two more suspended in Hong Kong 
scandal 


HONG KONG (AP) — The Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club 
suspended the licences of an Australian jockey and an Australian 
trainer Wednesday until next month. The action came one day 
after Hong Kong’s chief anti-corruption agency arrested three 
more people for suspected horse-racing malpractices. The Jockey 
Club did not give the reasons for the suspensions of Jockey lan 
Albuino and trainer Roy Edwards. 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 

CAIRO — Egypt, riding high 
after toppling World Cup finalists 
Morocco, will hope to ma int a in 
their winning record over Cam- 
eroun when they meet the West 
African holders in the African 
Nations’ Cup final on Friday (kic- 
koff 1500 Jordan local time). 

The hosts, who made a dismal 
start to the eight-nation tou- 
rnament, will be spurred on by an 
expected capacity crowd at the 
100,000-seat Cairo Internationa] 
Stadium, where they ousted Mor- 
occo 1-0 in the semi-finals on 
Monday. 

Their triumph over the more 
fancied Moroccans must have 
been extra sweet for the Egy- 
ptians, who crashed out from the 
race for Mexico eight months ago 
at the hands of the North Africans. 

Thousands of local fans took to 
the streets in jubliant scenes to 


celebrate the win and in Ale- a cohesive blend 
jcandria, where Cameroun beat young talent guided by enter add • 
Ivoty Cbast 1 -0 to reach the final, more experienced player^ > 
hundreds danced and sang outside They have also estabtonea a 

the luxury hotel where Cameroun- reputation for their rcsuzance^o 
had set up camp. strike back and their attractive. 

Egypt, who last won the title in attacking -v - 

1959, may also have some comfort Seasoned by E u rope a **“ 

in recalling' accept successes over professionals, they- sen ua-M 
classy Cameroun. issue against the Ivorians with a 

They beat them 2-0 and 2-1 in 46th minute goal tfradta W 
Cairo when they last met a year another display of -““"/jpg' 
ago in warm-up matches to pre- ortunism by Roger Mua at . 
pare for World Cup qualifying E t ie nn e, who scored naif of' me . 
rounds. They also outclassed them Camerounian goals. • ’- 

with a 2-0 win in the last African The 33 -year-old striker should 
Cup finals two years ago in Ivory be the key man on Friday and 
Coast. Egypt will certainly assign a man 

Bat the Egyptians, who went to shadow himas they successfuBy 

down 0-1 to Senegal in the ope- « “ 

ning match of to Championship. «?“ A^ Boudarte a and ■ 

will be ill-advised to be coo- Merry Kirmau of French club ade 
niftfwnr • Le Havre. 

^ Unbeaten so far in this ton- . « it wo^ MiUawiU have® dip 
moment with eight goals to their mto the d^th of his Udcnt to pin 
credit, Cameroun have displayed fellow stAere Ernest Ebongue. 

— and Paul Louis Mfede m the dear 

against a formidable Egyptian 
yy i defence. 

■•I respect every side in the 
objects at Mor- wQrfd, but I fear none.” said coach 
iring the match. Qgmfe Le Roy when asked about 
a reach the final ^ ^vantage the home side may 


CAF censures Byaz, Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — Moroccan def- 
ender Mustapha Byaz has been 
suspended for a year for assaulting, 
the referee in Monday’s African 
Nations’ Cup semi-fmal match 
against Egypt, an African Football 
Confederation (CAF) spokesman 
said Wednesday. 

The spokesman said the tou- 
rnament's organising committee 
also fined Egypt i 1,000 because 


their fang 
ocean pfi 


rs during the match. 


Egygwon 1-0 » rah the final ^vanu^ to 
SJSMSj? fe “ h®™ by playing, at home. 


“But my problem has always 


l ° a lL prcSS "T"® beer^t m^ piaTe^vm M, 
Jtat Morocra. who meet fray ^ fcrm ^20 to 30 minutes 
Coast Thrusday to deoae tod £ ^ match ,- u r^; who lUB . 
place, was also fined. The CAFs ^ ^ Cameroun for tea- 


riy -a year, told Reuters. 

Wednesday to discuss the incident . VlaM star striker TeopMe 

Abega, injured in their opening 
match on March 8 . was doubtful 
... for the Friday encounter. 

The Egyptians, meanwhile; will 
be looking to striker Taber Abo 
| ZekL whose blazmg drives gave 

j the hosts three of their five goals 

so far in the tournament, to spe- 
JlOk a rhea d their attack. 

Managed by former Wales boss 
Mike Smith. Egypt are still to see a 
p . W n I \ ^" . more effective form from striker 

Y Mahmoud AI Khateib, who has so 

* Mtl vo fat failed to match his fame as 

ORDERED FOR their best player. 

. ' Without a single goal to his cre- 

■- (fit, the 32-year-old Khateib has 
been eclipsed by Zeid. who now 
1 . appears poised to take over his 

DAY AND EASTER; label as the country’s most adin-. 

jQC ired player. 

• Already gone are the^crowTs 

customary chants of ■“Bibo". K^a- 
191^R9 teib’s nickname. and the name 

woa. Abu Zeid is fast becoming the 

magic word for the avid fans. . 


NURSE REQUIRED 

A qualified nurse required to attend to a dis- 
abled lady. 

Please contact 64i4i 9 Thursday after 4p.m., 
Friday all day. 


COMMODITY IMPORT PROGRAM 


Attention: Private Business, Entrepreneurs, Joint Ven- 
tures and Public Stock Companies. 

Special financing terms are available to private sector 
importers of a wide variety of U.S. made goods (except 
for luxury items) under Commodify Import Program (CJP) 
Granjc No. 278-K-643 to the Government of Jordan. 

17 Local Jordanian Banks are participating in this pro- 
gram which, offers the following termsr/-> " . ■■ - 

a. Down Payment of “10% in local currency. 

b. Balance to be paid from the Bill of Lading date up 

to 12, 18 months, and 5 years for Raw Materials, 
Intermediate Goods and Capital Goods respec- 
tively. - 

c. The local currency amount of all payments shall be 
fixed at exchange rate prevailing on The day the 
Letter of Credit is opened. 

d. Interest rate charged win be within a range be- 
tween 6.25% and 10.5%. 

Additional information can be obtained from the 
Commodity Management Office, Mr. Wadi Awad 
(Ext. 421) or Mr. Antone Hlnn (Ext 439), Tel. 
604171. 


3 PORTAHOUSE CABINS 

1. 6 men sleeper. 

2. 3 men-sleeper. 

3. 8 men sleeper. 

Airconditioned. Each room furnished. 

For further information please call 
Arab Express Services Tel: 813922 


FROM BELGIUM TO AMMAN BY AIR 



Royal Doulton 


HAVE THE PLEASURE TO INVITE YOU TO COME AND \ \ 

SHARE WITH THEM THE SPECIAL ARRIVAL OF THE 
EXQUISITE ato CHOCOLATES, ESPECIALLY ORDERED FOR 


£k 


THE TWO SPECIAL OCCASIONS, MOTHER'S DAY AND EASTER; 
ASSORTED GIFTS OF EASTER EGGS. 

JOIN US AND DON’T MISS IT. 

ROYAL DOULTON - SWEIFIEH TEL. 821362 


£*Sf>'Xv; _ ■ 



LA BELLE o5/M_CN . 

for ladies 






[is pleased to announce to the iadies of V * 

Jordanian society the return of 

Joe Jabbour 


from Paris after familiarising himself with up to date 
hair cuts and hair dressing art in 1986 

For appointments and reservations p/ease call 
675828 Amman Shmeisani, Jawharat Amman Bui- 
lding. First Floor. 


‘FOR SALE” 

Furniture for dining room. Jiving room, bed room and 
kitchen appliances belonging to a foreign family. 

The furniture is in perfect condition. 

If interested contact telephone no: 66735 3 or 665804 
after 3 p.m. 





HAYA ARTS CENTRE 

announces a Ceramics Course for adults commencing 
on Saturday 22nd March 1986 for one month. 
.Classes will be on Saturdays. Mondays and Wed- 
nesdays from 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

For information and registration call Haya Centre 
665195. Course Supervisor Mr. Ken Blezard. 


VACANCY 

A diplomatic mission in Amman has a vacancy for a 
secretary to perform secretarial and clerical duties, 
which include English typing (40 wpm), filing, ans- 
wering telephone calls, etc. A minimum of 3 years of 
experience required. Operating WANG Word Pro- 
cessing equipment preferable. 

Interested applicants may send resiumes to the Per- 
sonnel Officer, P.O. Box 354, Amman. 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 

Also take-away service 

Open dotty: Noon - 3:30 pjn. <t 
6t30 pm. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle, 
opposite to 
Akllah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HOMAM 




Take away service available 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 


AQABA 

Tel: 03-314415 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabat Amman , 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 




Open daily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 '- Midnight 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 


Mongolian Barb* 
lunch and dinner 


ue for 
RtDAY ■ 


3d 638968 


Teh 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 1 2:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - M idnight 





Y' Cinema 


CONCORD 

£ 

Tel: 677420 — — _ 

. v Jh- 

ROCKY IV 

tI s A 

(Colour) 

* 

^JPmtemmess - 330, S.Oa'ftSO, 1030 

! 



★aw- Tlwirrr* 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144 - 634149 

FAST FORWARD 


(Colour) 

Psrformtncss. 330 , 6.00. &3D { tarts 


Cinema 

RfiGHfiMI 

Tel: 622198 

ANNA 

THAT CERTAIN 
ENCOUNTER 

(Colour) 

;1ZOO,3CO,SZX),&Q0 


Cinema. 

OPERA 

MxlaH, MtM ABaoMoas 

Tel: 675573 

HOLLYWOOD 
HOT TUBS 

(Colour). __ 

l^fc.mafioas - 3:30, 6dOL 8&h . 
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Yen’s appreciation creates dilemma in Japan 


TOKYp'(R) — Japan has bowed 
to domestic political pressure and 
risked the wrath of the United Sta- 
tes by acting to stop the yen’s rapid 
rise against the dollar. 

Bankers and foreign exchange, 
dealers said Wednesday that 
Tokyo took the unexpected step, 
of intervening in the New Yozk- 
foreign exchange market Tuesday,, 
night to buy dollars in order to 
spare its exporters a further bat- 
tering. 

Although Bank of Japan Gov- 
ernor Satoshi Suraita refused to 
. confirm the intervention, curr en cy 
speculators in Tokyo were con- 
vinced and scrambled to buy bade 
dollars they had sold last week. 


pushing the U JS. currency up sha- 
rply to 176-80 yen at the dose of 
trading, from 174.90 Tuesday. 

■ Bank of Tokyo Chairman Yus- 
ufce Kashiwagi said Japan could 
not tolerate a yen stronger than' 
180 to the dpUar.The government 
was facing increasing pressures in 

p arliamen t to calm the currency 

market and had to act. 

Dealers said, however, that by 
acting to appease domestic int- 
erests, Japan was running the dan-, 
ger of angering Washington, 
which is counting on a weaker dol- 
lar to make American industry 
more competitive. 

Last September, Japan agreed 
with the United States on the need 


to strengthen die yen and acted, 
.aggressively to bring this about, 
including boosting its interest 
rates to enhance the attractiveness 
of holding the Japanese currency. 

The yen has risen farther and 
faster than Japan expected, lea- 
ping nearly 30 per cent over the 
last six months to a record 174.30 
against the dollar in New York 
Tuesday. The speed and level has 
crippled small Japanese exporters 
by forcing them to raise prices and 
lose UJS. sales. 

“It’s causing them genuine ang- 
uish," one diplomat said. 

Mr. Kashiwagi said the yen had 
risen to a point where government, 
expressions of good intent were no 
longer enough. 


With polls for parliament's 
upper house scheduled for July, 
the government appears to have 
decided to place domestic political 
considerations before foreign 
concern, diplomats said. 

They said the Japanese move 
probably would trigger calls in the 
United States far laws to protect 
UjS. industry from Japanese imp- 
orts, especially in the run-up to 
congressional elections in Nov- 
ember. 

Japan believes it has one pow- 
erful friend in Mr. Paul Volcker. 
head of the U.S. central bank, who 
has warned that too rapid a dollar 
fall would' push up prices in the 
United States and undermine iot- 
ernationpl' confidence in the dol- 
lar. 


Lawson pleases British financial institutions 


LONDON (R) — The Bank erf 
England led a cat in British int- 
erest rates Wednesday as financial 
institutions responded favourably 
to an optimistic budget statement 
Tuesday by Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Nigel Lawson. 

' An announcement by the Bank 
of England, the central bank, that' 
it was t ri mmin g its money 'market 
rates by one per cent was swiftly 
matched by Bard ays, the biggest 
of Britain’s bjg four clearing 
banks, which said it was cutthg its 
base rate from 12.5 per cent to 
11.5 per cent. 

Britain’s already hjgfr interest 
rates rose onie per cent in January 
as sterling faltered under pressure 
from rapidly falling wbridofl pri- 
ces. 

With Britain a major ofl pro- 
ducer, stetfmg is vulnerable as an 
ofl currency. But despite doubts 
over the future level of oil prices, 
sterling finned slightly following 
the budget statement. 

Mr. Lawson's predictions Tue- 
sday that inflation coukl be down 
by two per cent to 35 per cent by 
the end’trf the year, and that 
growth -could top three per cent, 
pleased British financial ins- 
titutions. 

^ Mr. Lawson gave the British a 
modest tax cut and a promise of 
more to crane, akspg whh the pre- 
diction of a flourishing economy 


this year, based on cheaper ofl. 

Delivering his third annual 
budget to the House of Commons, 
Mr. Lawson brushed aside the fact 
that the oil price coDapse had 
wiped morethan£5 biffion ($7.25 
billion) off his estimated North 
Sea revenues for the 1986-87 fin- 
ancial year be ginning on April 6. 

Tns ftwd, be gave the optimistic 
assessment that “with output for- 
ecast to rise at three per cent and 
inflation to fall to three- 
and-a-half per cent, 1986 is set to 
register our best overall per-, 
formance for a generation." 

He warned Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) oil ministers meeting m 
emergency session in Geneva that 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher's government had no int- 
ention of cutting North Sea pro- 
duction to help bolster the oil 
price, almost halved since the turn 
of die year. 

He said it was hot in Britain’s 
national interest to keep ofl prices 
high. 

Mr. Lawson admitted that the 
ofl price drop prevented him ful- 
filling a promise made a year agp 
to cat taxes by £3.5 billion (S5 
billion). 

But he still managed to find just 
under £1 billion (SI. 47 Whoa) for 
tax cuts, including the first cat in 
the standard rate of income tax for 


seven yearn, from 30 percent to 29 
percent. 

He said his long-term aim was 
still to reduce standard rate inc- 
ome tax to no more than 25 per 
cent. 

Mr. Lawson’s 75-mmute bud- 
get statement was greeted by che- 
ers from tiie ruling Conservative 
benches but was criticised by opp- 
osition leaders who said it failed to 
tackle the problem erf record une- 
mployment 

Labour opposition leader, Mr. 
Neil Kirmo ck said: “This year’s 
budget was to have been a bribes 
bucket of tax cats towards the next 
election. Instead of that the falling 
oil prices and ofl revenue has 
made it into a bits and pieces bud- 
get” 

Mr. Lawson's budget cal- 
culations are based on an average 
oil price this year of $15 a barrel. 
The package could come unstuck 
if an OPEC failure to reach agr- 
eement on marketing strategy 
causes a farther collapse. 

He pleased financial institutions 
by announcing that public bor- 
rowing would be set at £7 billion 
($10 billion), £1 billion less than 
anticipated. The borrowing target 
represented 1.75 per centra gross 
domestic product, down one- 
quarter of a percentage point 

Overall public spending for 
1986-87 is estimated at £139 bfl- 


Lower oil prices worsens U.S. unemployment 



NEW YORK (OPECNA) — 
Thousands of people are losing 
then jobs in thd United States as 
O^BIDpaoiBat elimina te' CXp-VT 
loiraiQB'andlsQdnrtkm project 
due lb faffing crude prices. 

Industry observers here saidthe 
decline fin ofl-rdated activities 
would drag down other business, 
especially in the country’s ofl- 
depeadent states. 

Acoofdx^ to a report by the. 
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA), 
Mr. -Ralph Redman, Lonsrana’sr 
budget director, said less oil dri- 


fifing would mean fewer orders for 
drilling parts, fewer barges to 
cany them and a re dactio n in the 
workforce in tins sector. 

“The industry in tins state will 
never be back to the employment 
levels of the late 1970s,” he 
added. 

In Texas, where the oil and gas 
. industry accounts for about lO per 
cent erf the state’s economy, 


Houston-based Tenneco-OH ann- 
ounced that it was axing 400 po s- 
jtians i fa its expforatioq and pro-; 

' r >- *- 

The company has abeady red- 
u6e4 its workforce by 18 per cent 
this year. 

The KUNA report said the dec- 
line in ofl prices had pronqjted 
nearly xvery oil company m toe- 
UjS. to reduce spending on exp- 
loration and production. 

Chevron and Exxon, two of the . 
world's largest ofl companies, last 
week announced reanctiohs in 
their capital budget. 

. San Francisco-based Chevron, 
which cut its capital budget by 
SI .5 bflfion to $3-5 biffion, also 
ordered its managers to prepare 
contmgency (flans to reduce its 
workforce by 10 to 15 per cent 
representing about 9,100 emp- 
loyers. 

Exxon declined to say whether 
.any job cots were involved in its 


52.8 bflfion capital spending. 

Although ofl and gas c ompanies 
are reluctant to' discuss, the impact 
of dedhtit^ TOfl ‘prices on men; 
workforce, trade grofips and state 
and federal officials are piecing 
together a statistical picture of 
how hard the industry may be hit 

The American Petroleum Ins- 
titute (API), tbe industry’s leading 
trade group, told a congressional 
on mi'iiitt ee that tiy. oil industry 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are tbe buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
theT I /nwWi foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. ' 


Citicorp offers to buy. Quotron 

et 

)ased Chevron, NEW YO RK ( R) — Citicorp, the biggest U.S. banking company, has 

offered to boy Quotron Systems, a Los Angeles-based firm which 
provides stock quotations and other fiiumffoi services. 

Mr. Milton Mohr, chairman and chief executive officer of Quo- 
tran, said his company was “very interested" bat be did not know if it 
would accept the offer. 

A* dticoip spokesman said the company had offered $680 million 
— $19 a share — for Quotron, which has about 80,000 customers. 

Citicorp said it intended to operate Quotron as a separate sub- 
sidiary and hoped its management would stay on. 


Banks in UAE consider setting up 
corporation to take over bad debts 

a i> ■ i i tu a dt / n » r» l:. i i... .1 ii_s - rJ 


ABU DHABI (R) — Recession-hit banks in the Uni- 
led Arab Kmirates (UAE) are considering setting up 
debt corporation to assume liability for their non- 
performing loans, central bank governor. Sheikh 
Abdul Malik A1 Hamar, said Wednesday 1 


lion ($200 billion), a figure set by 
Mr. Lawson late last year.. 

The reduction m income tax 
cost Nfr. Lawson £900 million 
($1 3 billion). Analysis have pre- 
dicted he should have £4 billion 
($5.8 biDion) to give away next 
year, which would allow him to 
fulfil his promise of a 25 per cent 
standard rate. 

Next year’s budget will possibly 
be the last before the general ele- 
ction that must be held by the 
spring of 1988 and the Thatcher 
government would hope to put 
together a giveaway package. 

Mr. Lawson dawed back some 
of his lost ofl revenue by inc- 
reasing petrol tax by 7 .5 pence (10 
cents) a gallon but recommended 
that ofl companies should not pass, 
this cost on to the consumer. 

tie increased cigarette prices by 
11 pence (16 cents), almost twice 
tiie current 5.5 per cent rate of 
inflation. Bnt he left duties unt- 
ouched on alcohol, including 
Scotch whisky which is suffering a 
slump. 

The revalue changes brought 
Mr. Lawson £795 million ($1.1 
bflfion). 

He introduced a number of 
measures to encourage wider 
share ownership and help the 
unemployed, including a cou- 
nselling scheme to help the tong- 
term jobless find work. 


The seven -emirate federation's 
19 commercial banks had put 
aside some seven billion dirhams 
($1 3 biffion) in provisions for bad 
debts, he told Reuters in an int- 
erview. 

But further measures may be 
needed, be said, adding: “This 
question of bad debts still needs 
further joint cooperation by die 
federal government, local gov- 
ernments, banks and clients." 

Faffing ofl income has slowed 
business activity, causing liquidity 
problems for indebted traders and* 
contractors. 

Bankers estimate the total value 
of non-performing loans in tbe 
UAE at 10 to 12 billion dirhams 
(S2.7 to $33 bflfion), about one 
fourth of all loans, but Sheikh 
Hamar said this was “a little bit 
exaggerated." 

tie said the central bank had 
asked the banks association to 
draw up a formal proposal for a 
debt corporation to submit to fed- 
eral and emirate authorities. Tbe 
proposal would suggest ways of 


operating and funding the body. 

“The idea of having a separate 
corporation to deal with such 
loans i$ a good idea,” he said. “But 
I don’t think it should be totally 

government, maybe joint.” 

Sheikh Hamar said banks may 
be reluctant to help fund the sch- 
eme. “After the majority of banks 
have already provided for the pre- 
vious loans and doubtful debts 1 
don’t think a majority of them are 
going to be interested.” 

UAE banks are widely exp- 
ected to report tower profits for 
1985 as a result of higher loan 
provisions, lower interest rates 
and s tagnating loans and deposits. 

Shaikh Hamar said they had 
nevertheless increased capital and 
assets and would not be seriously- 
affected by projected cuts in gov- 
ernment spending year. 

There was no urgent need for 
the government to raise fresh 
funds from the banking sector to 
compensate for lower oil rev- 
enues, be said, addmg* “The inc- 
ome of this country Is stfll reas- 


of the pop- 


He abo forecast continued -rat- 
ionaluation of government spe- 
nding, wife baric services mai- 
ntained, and sluggish economic 
activity for another two to three 
years. 

Sheikh Hamar said local two 
bank mergers were now uiuler dis- 
cussion and one of them, between 
Ajman’s First Gulf Bank and Ras 
AJ Khaimah's Bank of the Arab 
Coast, bad almost been finalised. 

Two other banks which he did 
not identity — one from Abu 
Dhabi and the other from one of 
the northern emirates — are also 
considering a merger, but this 
would probably not happen this 
year, he said. 

Three big bank mergers took 
place last year and Sheikh Hamar 
said then he hoped to see only 12 
local banks by die end of 1985. 

He said Wednesday the central 
bank, which has long advocated 
mergers as a means of str- 
engthening the overcrowded ban- 
king sector, was following a policy 
of gentle persuasion. 

“Because of this policy it takes a 
long rime to negotiate between 
interested parties ” he said. 

Shaikh Hamar said no formal 
proposal bad been submitted to 



Abdul Malik A1 Hamar 

the central bank on the int- 
roduction of treasury bills, sug T 
gested last year by an Abu Dhabi 
finance official last year as a 
means of financing the budget def- 
icit and stimulating investment. 

He saw no pressing need for 
them or any other new monetary 
instruments, “These may inflate 
the situation unnecessarily." he 
said. 

Asked to comment on prospects 
for the UAE banking sector this 
year, he said: "If we assume that 
economic activity is moderate, the 
majority of bad loans dealt with 
and continuous effort to moderate 
expenditure, we should not for- 
esee greater difficulty than in 
1985." 


IMF chief calls upon industrialised states 
to help resolve Third World debt problems 


WASHINGTON (R) — Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
Managing Director Jacques De 
Larosiere said Wednesday ind- 
ustrialised countries had a res- 
ponsibility to revitalise the world 
economy so that debtor countries 
could resolve their problems. . 

He said wealthy countries 
should pursue policies that red- 
uced interest rates and led to non- 
inflationai y growth in world dem- 
and, while keeping their markets 
open. 

“Such a role is in their self- 
interest,” the IMF chief said in an 


address before the World Affairs 
Council in Los Angeles. 

Mr. De Larosiere noted that in 
recent months there had been an 
unprecedented decline in ofl pri- 
ces, and a continued fall in interest 
rates. 

He said tins improved the out- 
look for many developing cou- 
ntries although the erode ofl price 
collapse has been a blow to debtor 
coun tries that rely heavily on ene- 
rgy earnings. 

“The system will have to face up 
to these challenges,” Mr. De Lar- 
osiere said. 


He also said the oil price decline 
and its differing impact on debtor 
countries was new evidence that 
.each country should be dealt with 
on a case-by-case basis. 

Some debtor countries have 
suggested that the global debt sit- 
uation was so serious that it dem- 
anded a review of the entire int- 
ernational monetary system. 

The IMF has argued that each 
country was unique and economic 
reform should be tailored to con- 
ditions as they affected each ind- 
ividual economy. 


Mr. De Larosiere noted the 
IMPs executive board is expected 
soon to approve a $2.7 billion pool 
of funds that will be available to 
very poor countries on a virtually 
interest free basis. 

As he has in the past, the IMF 
chief executive emphasised that 
adequate financing from outside 
most go hand-in-hand with reform 
measures in debtor countries. 

“Financing provides the nec- 
essary breathing space without it 
countries may be steered toward 
inefficient and anti-growth forms 
of adjustment,” he said. 


could lose 2 0,000 jobs for every 
$L bflfion cot in the. budget of tiie 

_rompanies^ 

Testifying before" the Senate 
Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources, API rep- 
resentative, Mr. Charles Quinn 
said 1 1 ,000 of those jobs would be 
lost in the oilfields and another 
9 P00 in industries supplying oil 
exploration and production ser- 
vices and equipment. 


Kuwaiti 5-year plan may 
suffer $24.4 billion deficit 

»"•:> j... 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait could ran up a seven bflfion dinar ($24j4 
bflfion) deficit in its anreotfive-yearpfanbecanse of towered] prices, 
its finance minister said in l e maihs published We d n es da y . 

Mr. Jassim Mohammad AJ Kborafi also tokl the daily A1 Watan 
that ministries had been asked to reduce their budgets and that 
outlays on all non-essential projects would be shelved. 

Kuwait's soda! and economic development plan for the fiscal years 
1985/86 to 1989/90 envisages a shortfall of 3.75 billion dinars 
(S13.10 bflfion): 

Budget accounting, however, exdudes annual allocations to the 
capital of tbe emirate’s Third World aid ageeny — the Kuwait Hand 
for Arab Economic Development — and a savings fond set up to- 
ensure tbe prosperity of future generations. 

These traditionally absorb 36 mflfion dinars ($104.7 mflfion) a 
year and 10 per cent of state revenue respectively. 

The actual underlying deficit for tiie period covered by tiie five- 
year plan would therefore have been 135 billion dinars ($6.46 
bflfion) under original estimates.- 




was quoted ths week as saying the budget would be slashed 25 
per cent for the 1986/87 fiscal year starting in July. 


U.S. to alter dollar design 

WASHINGTON (AP) —The government announced Tuesday des- 
ign changes in U5. current? aimed at thwarting oounterfeitets. 

THk rhanws are mlmtnatinn r»f years of study into ways 

to make U3. currency more difficult to duplicate on sophisticated 
new copying ma c hin es. 

The Treasury Department considered and rejected such radical 




announced Tuesday were considered so minor that they 
to be noticed unless the currency is studied carefully, 
scretary James Baker, who announced the changes, 
said production of tiie new enneneywradd begin in 12 months with 
the first new notes entering circulation in 15 to 18 months. 

The mam change announced was addition of a dear polyster 
thread woven into the paper. The thread, which will ran vertically on 
the left border of U.S. currency, will be visible to tiie eye when held 
up to tbe fight but canittt be reproduced by etipKis, the department 
said. 

The other change will involve printing of the words “United States 
of America” repeatedly around the portrait in such small type that 
copiers will not be able to reproduce the tiny letters. 

The department's rfwnys, even though minor, were not likely to 
calm nervousness among people who are suspicious of any changes in 
U«S. currency. 

Mr. Ron ftml, a former Republican congressman from Texas, has 
questioned the government’s motives. He contends that the real 
reason the design of tiie money is being changed is to find out where 
people have hidden away large reserves of currency. 


One sterling 
One US. dollar 


One ounce erf gold 


1.4765/75 

13875/82 

22600/10 

23510/20 

13992/9002 

4627/32 

6.9620/70 

1527/1538 

176.40/50 

72150/2200 

73250/1300 

83450/3550 

349.00/349.50 


U.S. doCais 
Canadian dollar s 

West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs. 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices closed off the highs, following 
Tuesday’s TT K budget and a me percentage point cut in bank 
base rates on Wednesday. 

* At 1530 GMT the F.T. 30 was 13 .5 op at 1,388.1 andtbeFTSE 
-100 was 14.6 firmer at 1,659.0 after touching respective record 
highs of 1,388.9 and 1,661.4. 

The. market opened higher in continuation of Tuesday’s late 
gains -do well received budget proposals with prices mostiy ref- 
kxting fee. widely expected cut in base rates. Shares met sdine, 
profit-taking around midsession but the underlying tone remains 
arm, d«fgr« said. 

Gov ernm ent bonds showed' gains ranging to as much as two. 
posits in the longer dated issues. 

■Banks finned with Lloyds up 34p to 634, and Natwest 29p 
hjgheffni884,m continuation of Tuesday’s late gam in a reaction, 
to. the absence of a feared finanrfal services tax in tiie budget, 
dealers said. 

IMe insurances were lower, mainly due to budget tax changes,, 
'dealers added. Legal and General lost 28p to 784. Composjtesi 
were firmer as in Guardian Royal l4p higher at 855. Brokers} 
Wpb Fhber were 3p dowuat 444 after results fpr l985.\ 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



JUST AS I JUMPED 
FROM THE PLANE 
THE PILOT LEANED 
OVER AND HE, 
YELLED 


MEXYDUVe 

FORGOTTEN 

YOUR 

PARACHUTE? 



■mans 


Unscramble there tour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to lorn 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bab Lee 





SEE THAT? WHAT SORT OP A 
WIFE IS IT WHO CAM WALK 
^ OUT OF A BLOKE’S UFE r- 
WITHOUT ^ 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: A 


reetwttey*. 


(Answers tomorrow! 

KNIFE* ABHOR COMMON EMPIRE 

VHtal the peaceful vegetarian was never 
about to do with anyone--PfCK A BONE 
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250 Filipino exiles return 
home to a hero’s welcome 

Aquino makes symbolic cuts in fuel prices 


MANILA (R) — The biggest single group of Filipino 
exiles to return home since Corazon Aquino became 
president arrived here Wednesday to a joyous wel- 
come. 


Arriving on what they dubbed a 
“freedom flight.” the 250 Fil- 
ipinos, including some who spent 
up to 14 years in exile, were met at 
Manila airport by government off- 
icials and supporters who held str- 
eamers which read “Welcome: 
Exiles and freedom fighters from 
the US." Their Philippine Air- 
lines Boeing 747 parked at the 
spot where Mrs. Aquino's bus- 
band Benigno was shot dead when 
he returned from exile in August 
1983. 

The killing set off events which 
led to his wife’s rise to power and 
the flight into exile last month of 
deposed President Ferdinand 
Marcos. 

A brass band played as young 
women in national dress placed 
flower necklaces on each arrival. 
Most fled the country when Mar- 
cos imposed martial law in 1972. 

“I feel good. It is wonderful to 
breathe the air of freedom again in 
our homeland,” Cecil Alvarez 
told reporters, tears streaming 
down her face. 

Alvarez, a popular stage actress 


before she fled to the United Sta- 
tes 13 years ago. said thousands 
more Filipinos there also planned 
to return. 

The passengers included Ame- 
rican Steve Psinakis, accused by 
Marcos of trying to kill him and his 
family in 1979. 

Psinakis. who married into the 
Lopez family, one of the richest 
dynasties in the Philippines until 
its property was taken over during 
martial law. said the group’s ret- 
urn marked the victory of good 
over “the forces of evfl." 

“This is a glorious day,” said 
Psinakis, who wore a yellow shirt 
emblazoned with the words “a 
return voyage to a free country.” 

"This is the day we have been 
dreaming of for many, many 
years. We come here to pay hom- 
age, not to receive homage," he 
added. 

A Filipino couple, whose two 


ipino people.” 

Among those who welcomed 
die Filipinos were Aurora Aqu- 
ino. mother of Benigno Aquino. 

Meanwhile Mrs. Aquino Wed- 
nesday ordered mainly symbolic 
cuts in petrol .prices,- giving the 
first indication that she plans a 
cautious approach to solving the 
Philippines’ economic problems. 


Mrs. Aquino, presiding at only 
her second cabinet meeting since 
taking office three weeks ago, 
heard only bad news about die 

Country’s financial state. 

Budget Minister Adelberto 
Romulo doubled to 10 billion 
pesos (S500 million) the estimate 
he gave last week of the deficit for 
the first three months of this year. 


Saguisag said Mrs. Aquino would 
announce her decision early next 
week. 

Mrs. Aquino, who set the tone 
for the meeting with an appeal 
Tuesday for Filipinos to pay their 
taxes because the treasury was 
almost empty, urged businessmen 
to pass on fuel price cuts with 
lower costs of manufactured 
goods and cheaper transport. 


teenage children were bom in the 
United States, said: ,v 


‘This is the 
first time our kids have stepped on 
Philippine soil. We came to pay 
tribute to the courage of the ril- 


The economic discussions took 
up most of the meeting and Mrs. 
Aquino again put off a decision on 
whether to declare her adm- 
inistration a revolutionary gov- 
ernment as a way out of the con- 
stitutional crisis caused by her 
sudden rise to power. 

There is a nft in the cabinet 
about whether abolition of the 
present parliament and dec- 
laration of a revolutionary gov- 
ernment is the best way to rule. 

Presidential Spokesman Rene 


Mr. Saguisag said the president 
told the cabinet that Marcos was 
guilty of "gross and criminal mis- 
management'' for the state of the 
economy. 

Economists estimated the ave- 
rage drop of 50 centavos (2.5 U.S. 
cents) a litre in fuel prices, would 
lose the government the equ- 
ivalent of about SI 04 million in 
revenue from indirect taxes. 

A litre of regular petroleum, the 
fuel used by most motorists, fell to 
6.78 pesos from 7.03. 

Supporters of Mrs. Aquino, 
swept into power by a “people 
power 7 ' rebellion which forced 
Marcos to flee to Hawaii on Feb. 
26. had hoped for bigger cuts. 

But she was swayed against a 
dramatic gesture of price cuts by 
economic advisers who warned 
the country could not afford them. 


Reagan to send advisers to Contras 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Ass- 
istant Secretary of State Elliott 
Abrams has sard President Rea- 
gan plans to send up to 48 U.S. 
mili tary trainers to Central Ame- 
rica if Congress approves his SI 00 
million aid request for Nicaraguan 
rebels. 

He told the House App- 
ropriations Subcommittee, which 
is seeking an explanation of how 
the S70 million in military aid and 
i30 million in non -lethal ass- 
istance would be spent, that some 
money would be used to buy 
anti-aircraft equipment. 

The House was scheduled to 
begin debating the request with a 
vote set for Thursday. Both opp- 
onents and hackers of the aid have 
expressed confidence they will 
prevail. 

Administration officials said 
last week they would consider 
sending UJS. military advisers to 
train the so-called Contra rebels 


who are seeking to overthrow the 
leftist San dinis ta government. 

Mr. Abrams said Tuesday the 
maximum number of U.S. trainers 
committed to the Contra effort 
would be "three or four dozen.” 
about the same number operating 
in El Salvador. 

He said some training woqld be 
done in die United States but most 
would take place in Central Ame- 
rica. 

The Contras operate from bases 
in Honduras near the border with 
Nicaragua. The United States 
conducts near-continuous military 
exercises in Honduras and has 
built military facilities there. 

The issue of militaiy trainers 
has been a sensitive one since Vie- 
tnam because many lawmakers 
see them as the first step toward 
direct US. involvement in foreign 
wars. ■ • 

Mr. Abrams also said part of die 
ilOO million would be used to 


purchase anti-armour and anti- 
tank equipment. He refused to be 
more specific, saying Washington 
did not want die Sandinistas to 
know how the funds are spent. 

The Washington Post has rep- 
orted that the U -S. might help the 
Contras buy Soviet-made SAM-7 
anti-aircraft missiles cm the blade 
market if Congress approved mil- 
itary aid for diem. 

A congressional source told 
Reuters that die Contras already 
had 14 SAM-7 missiles and 
added : “ Yes. of course that’s what 
they are going to use the (aid pac- 
kage) for.” 

House Speaker Thomas 
O'Neill, a vigorous opponent of 
Mr. Reagan's proposal, criticised 
the plans for advisers and anti- 
aircraft missiles. 

“Our role as arms supplier has 
escalated to die role of advisers in 
the field," the Massachusetts 
Democrat said. 


Top performers in SDI 
research receive awards 


WASHINGTON (R) - Top per- 
formers in President Reagan’s 
"Star Wars" defence research 
programme have been honoured 
at a banquet resembling a Hol- 
lywood Oscar ceremony. 

Tuesday night’s fete, sponsored 
by the private American Defence 
Preparedness Association 
(ADPA), featured film elms of 
missiles being destroyed in flight 
trophy presentations, and spe- 
eches of gratitude from winners. 

The ADPA's first annual awa- 
rds were organised to recognise 
those working to transform Mr. 
Reagan's dream of a space-based 
shield against nuclear attack into a 
reality, an ADPA spokesman told 
reporters. 

Winners of the first Strategic 
Defence Award included James 
Fletcher, newly-appointed head 
of the space agency NASA who 
had presided over a 1983 study 
which concluded space defence 


was feasible, and former White 
House Science Adviser George 
Keyworth, who lobbied for die 
Strategic Defence Initiative (SDI) 
before leaving office. 

Each was given a gold med- 
allion on a black leather strap. 

The winner of the first annual 
Strategic Defence Achievement 
Award was a military-industrial 
research team which last year bec- 
ame the first to destroy an Int- 
ercontinental Ballistic Missile 
(TCBM) in flight, using a small 
homing vehicle as a weapon. 

The award — a 50-pound, 
one- metre tall, pyramid-shaped 
trophy — was presented to the 
team after a short film of the target 
missile’s spectacular explosion in 
space drew loud applause from the 
audience. 

Runner-up was a team of Litton 
Industries scientists who, working 
in Hawaii, demonstrated that laser 
weapons could hit targets in space. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CH ABIES COHEW 
AND OMAB SHAHIF 
■a 1 we Tribune M®a la Mniea. Me 


WHAT’S BEEN PLAYED? 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

♦ AQ63 
A42 

0 A 1092 
+ 74 

EAST 
♦ K 72 
<T 107 
0754 
+ KJ953 

SOUTH 

♦ J105 
?KQ93 
0 KQJ3 

+ Q6 


WEST 
+ 984 
V J865 
O 86 

♦ A 1082 


The bidding: 



North 

East 

Sooth 

West 

1 0 

Pam 

1 9 

Pus 

1 + 

Pan 

3 0 

Pus 

3 O 

Pus 

4 

Pus 

Paso 

Pan 



Opening lead: Ace of +. 



You impose a great strain on your 
memory when you sit down at the 
bridge table. You have to remember 
what conventions you play, what' 
eards have been played, which 
cards are high, and sometimes even 
what conventions your opponents 


Ron Klinger, an Australian inter- 
nationalist. has made an interesting 
attempt to make your task easier. 
Improve Your Bridge Memory by 
Ron Klinger, GoUanct. 93 pp„ 
paperback. Available from The 
Bridge World. 39 West 94th Street, 
New York. N.Y. 10024 for $S£5 in- 
cluding postage. It contains much 
useful advice, but some suggestions 


are impractical. Still, it makes in- 
teresting reading. 

In this band from a rubber bridge 
game, Klinger relates that after 
leading the ace of dubs. West 
shifted Lo a spade. East won the 
king, cashed the king of clubs and 
exited with a spade. Declarer won 
the jack and cashed his high 
trumps. He could not remember 
whether his nine of hearts was high, 
so he led that. As a result, he went 
down four instead of one. 

"Miscounting trumps is a com- 
mon failing and not being certain 
whether a particular spot card is 
high is just as common . . . 

“On most hands, the number of 
cards musing in a suit is important 
only for one or two suits, the trump 
suit and your long suit outside 
trumps . . . The moment dummy ap- 
pears, tell yourself how many eards 
there are in dummy and your own 
hand in the critical suitfa) and im- 
mediately tell yourselT how many 
corob they started with m Lie 
nitlBi. 

“From then on you need concern 
yourself only with the Cards which 
they play in that suit . . . When it 
comes to drawing trumps, instead 
of the lengthy 'four have gone and 
three have gone' routine, you are 
concerned only with the trumps op- 
ponents have played. The numbers 
with whieh you will be working are 
much smaller, the number of aritb- 
“metieal steps far fewer and the 
chance of error is accordingly 
greatly reduced." 


Scientists 
discover 
Sea Daisy 


WELLINGTON (R) — What 
creature has no stomach, stores 
food in its foot and has 10 sexual 
organs? 

Tire answer, according to Aus- 
tralian and New Zealand sci- 
entists, is the “Sea Daisy” — a 
bizarre form of marine life which 
has been discovered living in wat- 
erlogged wood deep under the 
ocean. 

It has been classed by the sci- 
entists as an Echinodenn, one of 
the family which includes starfish, 
sea eggs, brittle stars and sea cuc- 
umbers. Until now it had been 
assumed that all classes of Ech- 
inoderm had been discovered. 

A scientific paper announcing 
the discovery has been accepted 
by the British science journal Nat- 
ure. one of its authors said Wed- 
nesday. 

The Sea Daisy, named after its 
daisy-like shape, stores food in its 
feet, has no stomach and lives in a' 
soup of bacteria in the boles of 
wood lying 1,000 metres under 
the sea. 

Much of the underneath of the 
animal is taken up with 10 gonads, 
or sexual organs. 

The paper's authors are Dr. 
Alan Baker, the New Zealand 
National Museum's assistant dir- 
ector, Dr. Helen Rotman, a res- 
earch associate who is a specialist 
in starfish and Dr. Frank Rowe of 
the Australian Museum in Syd- 
ney. 

Dr. Baker will give the first off- 
icial preview of the find to New 
Zealand scientists at a joint mee- 
ting in Wellington of the Royal 
Society and the Victoria Uni- 

Round and^ waferS^ mea- 
suring between two millimetres 
and nine QuUjbcnetres across, sea 
daisies are unusual because of 
their circular shape. Their sci- 
entific name, which will not be 
used until printed in Nature, 
dwells on their roundness. 

Dr. Baker said that unlike aU 
other Echinoderms, the Sea 
Daisy’s tube feet were in one 
complete ring round the lower 
edge of tire body. He said this ring 
of feet was unknown in the bio- 
logical world and was apparently 
used to store food in place of a 
stomach. 

A thin membrane stretches acr- 
oss the underneath of its body, like 
plastic film across an upside-down 
saucer. This is lined with food- 
absorbing cells like those found on 
..stomach linings. 







U.S. House 
approves 
$4.3 b plan 
to protect 


missions 

WASHINGTON (R) —Congress 
has approved a $43 billion plan 
aime d at protecting U3. emb- 
assies and other diplomatic mis-, 
skms around the world against 
attack. 

The measure passed by 389 
votes to seven in the House of 
Representatives bat must still be 
considered by the Senate. 

"This bill represents an unp- 
recedented effort by Congress to 
update U3. security measures 
across the. board,” said Con- 
gressman Olympia ’ Snowe who 
co-sponsored the bilL 

Most of the money would fund a 
five-year programme to upgrade 
or rebuild 254 embassies, con- 
sulates, missions and other official 
buildings, including a new emb- 
assy in Tel Aviv, a consula r bui- 
lding in Jerusalem and a chancery 
in Vienna. 

The measure incorporates rec- 
ommendations made last June by 
a panel on' overseas security cha- 
ired by retired Adm. Bobby 
Inman and by Vice-President 
George Bush’s task force on fig- 
hting terrorism. 

The Inman panel, set up by Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz after 
the 1983 and 1984 bombing of 
UJS. facilities in Beirut, condoned 
that more than half the missions 
did not meet nrinimnm security 
standards. It urged the adm- 
inistration to take “prudent steps” 
to discourage future terrorist acts. 

Speakers favouring the leg- 
islation said in the debate.Tuesday 
that terrorist attacks around the 
world had increased from more 
t han 600 in 1984 to more than 800 
last year and noted that Ame- 
ricans were targets in 30 per cent 
of the attacks. 

The plan would also authorise 
510 million next year in rewards 
for information on international 
terrorism or drug trafficking. It 
creates a fund for the victims of 
terrorism and their families. 

In addition, it bars exports of 
militaiy equipment and tec- 
hnology to countries listed by the 
a dminis tration as sponsoring ter- 
rorism. 

Libya, Syria, Cuba. Iran and 
South Yemen are cm the fist 

Critics of the bill have said inc- 
reased embasty security would 
hurt tire U-S. image of openness. 
Limit contact with the local pop- 
ulation and cause terrorists to 
choose less fortified targets stich 
as U3. businessmen or other civ- 
ilians tiving abroad. 


Prince 
Andrew 
to marry 
Sarah 
Ferguson 


LONDON (R) —Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth Wednesday announced 
the engagement of Prince And- 
rew, one of the world’s most eli- 
gible bachelors, to commoner 
Sarah Ferguson. 

The two 26-year-olds are exp- 
ected to marry in Westminster 
Abbey later the year. 

Notice of the royal engagement 
was posted at the gates of Buc- 
kingham Palace, ending weeks of 
intense speculation that the 
Queen’s second son had finally 
chosen a bride. 

The announcement said: 

“It is with the greatest pleasure 
that the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh announce the bet- 
rothal ortheir beloved son, Prince 
Andrew, to Miss Sarah Ferguson, 
daughter of Major Ronald Fer- 
guson and Mrs. Hector Bar- 
ren tes.” 

Prince Andrew, fourth in line of 
succession to the throne, was a chi- 
ldhood playmate of his princess- 
to-be but their Romance only bio-, 
ssomed last year. 

Auburn-haired Sarah, who 
works in London with, a Swiss- 
based publishing firm, has an 
immamlatp. social pedigree. Her 
father is Maj. Ronald Ferguson, 
polo manager to Prince Charles, 
Britain's future king. 

The major said in an interview 
that Prince Andrew had formally 
asked him for his daughter’s hand. 
“I am delighted,” he said. 

The betrothal will deprive Bri- 
tish tabloid newspapers of one of 
their favourite subjects — Prince 
Andrew's romantic flin gs with a 
succession of actresses and mod- 
els. 

Prince Andrew, whose exploits 
earned him the nickname “randy 
Andy.” has just completed a 
two-year tour of duty as a hel- 
icopter pilot aboard the naval fri- 
gate Brazen. 

Sarah, a dose friend of Princess 
Diana, was only 14 when her par- 
ents divorced Both remarried 
Her mother Susan is now the wife 
of Argentine polo professional 
■Hector Barrantes. . 

Sources dose to the royal court 
said tiie marriage is likely to take 
place in the autumn. 

It will be Britain’s first royal 
wedding since Prince Charles 
married Lady Diana Spencer in 
1981. 

Westmister Abbey, the likely 
setting, has been a centre of royal 
pageantry since WUHam the Con- 
queror’s coronation in 1066. Since 
area 37 sovereigns have been 
crowned there and it is the burial 
place for 18 kings and 14 queens. 

Sarah was first spotted by royal 
watchers when Prince Andrew 
escorted her to the Ascot races last 
June. Speculation over an eng- 
agement intensified as tiie months 
went by, peaking with a new year 
invitation to Sandringham, the 
Queen’s retreat in rural Norfolk. 

Deb nett's, Britain’s bluehlood 
bible, said Sarah was descended 
from King Charles II and nine of 
her great-great-grandparents bel- 
onged to peerage families. 


Museveni’s troops seize 
northern Ugandan town 


KAMPALA (R) — President 
Yowgri Museveni’s National Res- 
istance Army (NRA) is poised to 
extend its control over all of Uga- 
nda following the capture of the 
northern ._town__oi_ Kitgum,. 
Western diplomats said Wed- 
nesday. 

Radio Kamp ala said the fall of 
Kitgum, 50 kilometres from the 
Sudanese border, occurred Tue- 
sday without any encounters with 
soldiers of the former Kampala 
government which the NRA ous- 
ted in late January. 

The NRA is now expected to 
launch an attack soon on the north 
western town of Arua, where tho- 
usands of former government tro- 
ops have fled. 

Westera diplomats said Mr. 
Muscvenfs troops were likely to 
meet little resistance as the opp- 
osing forces were generally dem- 
oralised and many had given up 
their arms. 


Ugandan newspapers repealed 
that Kitgum was largely deserted 
as tiie NRA moved in, and many 
former government soldiers bad 
fled either to their home villages 
or into Sudan. 

When the NRA first seized 
Kampala from the nrititaiy gov- 
ernment of Gen. Tito OkeUo, 
there were fears that the country 
mi ght be split in two. between 
areas controlled by Muscvenfs 
forces and those under former 
government soldiers. 

But the NRA .met little res- 
istance as they thrust north, and 
scored a big victory 10 days ago 
when they seized Gulu. SO kfl- 
ometres southwest of Kitgum, 
after a short battle. 

Former army chief Lt. Gen. 
R ariiin Okelfo had vowed to fight 

to the last man at Gulu, but he fled 

as the NRA advanced and is bel- 
ieved to have crossed into Sudan, 
according to Western diplomats. 


Japanese court rules on 
screening history books 


TOKYO (R) — The Tokyo high 
court ruled Wednesday that the 
state may screen Japanese school 
text books, reviving fears of cen- 
sorship and possible whitewashing 
of Japanese actions in World War 

n. 

The court ruled against former 
Professor Saburo lenaga in a 
12 -year-old appeal case in which 
he argued that state screening vio- 
lated freedom of education gua- 
ranteed by the constitution. 

It upheld the Ed u cation Min- 
istry’s order for numerous 'rev- 
isions and deletions in Ienaga’s 
1962 high school history text, mc- 
hiding passages referring to World 
WarIL 

. According to Ienaga’s early 
court testimony, one passage that 
fell foul of tiie minis try read: 

“The war was glorified and def- 
eats by the Japanese army and 
navy and their atrocities in the bat- 
tlefield were all covered up...” 

Alterations to school history 
books about Japanese militaiy 
aggression in the war sparked a 
major diplomatic row with China 
and both North and South Korea 
four years ago. 

China was angered by revisions 
which called Japan’s invasion sim- 
ply an “advance” and glossed over, 
atrocities ‘‘during the occnpatkm 
from 1927 to 1945, especially the 


1937 Nanking Massacre. 

North and South Korea both 

became they softened the picture 
of Japan's colonisation of the 
Korean Peninsula from 1910 to 
1945. 


Ultimately, the Japanese gov- 
ernment reinstated the original 
versions. 

Japan's Teachers’ Union has 
long opposed textbook revisions 
saying they are linked to a revival 
of militar ism in the government, 
rating efforts to extend the singing 
of the national anthem, “Knn- 
igayo” and the raising of the nat- 
ional flag in all public schools; > . 

rhma was also angered by 
Prime Minister Yasnhiro Nak- 
asone’s visit last year to tiie Yas- 
nlmnt Shrine National War Mem- 
orial in Tokyo, because war cri- 
minals are enshrined there. 

‘ Wednesday’s ruling upheld the 
Ministry of Education argument 
that under the constitution itconld 
intervene in education and ove- 
rturned a 1974 district court ver- 
dict that said tire state bad gone 
too far in de m an d i ng revisions. 

lenaga, 72, a former professor 
at Tokyo University of Education, 
said he wifl appeal to the supreme 

court. He ntk brought suit in 
1962. 


Police open fire, impose 
curfew on Punjab town 


CHANDIGARH, India (R) — 
Police fired on protesting Hindus 
in Punjab Wednesday, injuring 
three people in a new outbreak of 
communal violence in the tro- 
ubled north Indian state. 

Police said a curfew was slapped 
on tiie town of Muktsar after the 
shooting, bringing to four the 
number of Punjab towns under 
’curfew. 

Para -military police rei- 
nforcements were rushed to the 
town of Nakodar, which was put 
under three-day curfew after ove- 
rnight cases of arson and calls by 
the militant Hindu Shiv Sena 
group for a protest strike, police 
said. 


Curfew was also in force in Jul- 
lundnr, and in Batala where five 
people were killed and 16 injured 
in Sikh-Hindu street battles on 
Sunday. 


Punjab Chief Minister Suijrf 
Singh BarnaJa Tuesday night told 
the state assembly in Chandigarh 
the Sikh-Hindu clashes were unp- 
recedented in Punjab. “This has 
never happened before and it is a 
dangerous trend,” he declared. 

The Muktsar shooting came 
after Hindu shopkeepers pro- 
tested against attempts by mili tant 
Sikhs to make them shut down 
after the death of militan t Sikh 
leader Jagjit Singh Rode. 


India captures second jailbreaker 


NEW DELHI (R) — Police said 
they had captured the second .of 
six men who escaped from a Delhi 
prison with Charles Sobhraj, but 
India's most wanted criminal rem- 
ained on the loose despite a nat- 
ionwide manhunt. 

Senior police official RJC. Sha- 
nna told Reuters police caught 
BboJa Ram Wednesday in the cen- 
tral city of Gwalior, 300 kil- 
ometres south of Delhi. 

“But there is still no trace of 
Sobhraj,” Sharma said. 

Dinesh Kumar, another esc- 
aper, surrendered on Monday 
night at the top-security Hhar Jail 
from which the group fled the pre- 
vious day. 

Police said Kumar told them he 
and Bhola Ram also ate drugged 
birthday sweets fed by two acc- 
omplices of Sobhraj to jail guards 
before the breakout They said the 


sweets may have been spiked with 
the drug metbaquaione. 

Sobhraj, 42, strolled past the 
drugged guards and into a getaway 
car. But Kumar and Ram stu- 
mbled out of the jail semi-drugged 
and wandered off into the city, 
police said. 

Ten Hbar JaQ officials have 
been arrested for possible com- 
plicity with Sobhraj, and an emb- 
arrassed government has set tip an 
official inquiry to probe the 
jailbreaker. 

Kumar told interrogators he 
slept off the effects of the drug at 
Delhi's railway station. 

Sobhraj, a Vietnam -bom 
French national who was once on 
Tn terpoF s most-wanted list, has 
been charged by Indian and Thai 
police with a string of robbery- 
murders in which the victims were 
drugged. He is also wanted in Fra- 


nce, Greece, Nepfil, Turkey. Iran 
and Hong Kong. 

He escaped while facing pos- 
sible extradition to Thailand after 
. 10 years in Indian jails. 

The subject of two bestsellers. 
Sobhraj was moved from a max- 
imum security wing of the jail to a 
less heavily guarded cell in Jan- 
uary because a Delhi journalist 
wanted to interview him for a third 
book, police said. 

But the journalist, Kumkum 
Chadha, wrote in the Hindustan 
Times newspaper Wednesday that 
the twice-weekly interviews took 
place in the office of the jail sup- 
erintendent. 

. “He was secretive. And app- 
rehensive about giving material,” 
Chadha wrote. She quoted Sob- 
hraj as saying : “ Don’t worry, you 
will finish the book. I will stay in 
India. I love India.” 


Curfew imposed in Sabah town after 2 die in riots 


KOTA KINABALU. Malaysia 
(R) — A curfew was imposed on 
Kota Kinabalu after two people 
were killed in rioting by Muslims 
opposed to Sabah's mainly Chr- 
istian government 

Four bombs also exploded in 
the city, where Sabah Police Chief 
Haji Ahmad Maulana Babjee told 
reporters a Filipino died in the riot 
and a boy of 14 was killed by a car 
in the ensuing chaos. He said 
'about 10 people were injured. 

The police chief said a 12-hour 
curfew would be imposed at6pjn. 
cm the city. Shops dosed and par- 
ents whisked children home from 
school *s 2,000 rioters homed 30 
shop-houses and 29 vehicles. 

The four bombs caused little 
damage and no injuries. There 


have now been 26 such blasts in 
tiie east Malaysian state in the past 


week. 

Maulana said police had det- 
ained 20 people for illegal pro- 
cession ana would move in to arr- 
est between 400 and 500 militant 
Muslims holed up in the state 
mosque. 

Five people have died, with 
around 20 injured, in a week of 
sectarian violence as supporters of 
tiie main Muslim opposition party 
staged violent demonstrations 
against tiie government of Datuk 
Joseph Faina Kitingan. 

■ Numerous arson attacks and 
bomb hoaxes were reported and 
violence also hit the east coast log- 
ging towns of Sandakan and 
Tawau. 

The police chief said 2,000 peo- 
ple took part in Wednesday’s tro- 
uble and they caused damage est- 
imated at 63 million ringgit ($2.5 


miHkm). 

He said police had set up roar 
dblocks to stop supporters ent- 
ering town from outlying districts 
and seaports had been sealed off. 
The international airport was still 
open and 1^-arriving passengers 
would be given safe conduct 

In the federal capital Kuala 
Lumpur the gov e rn m ent held a 
long discussion on Sabah at its 
weekly cabinet meeting and came 
up with ’‘guidelines” to resolve 
the problem, bousing and local 
government Minister Datuk Chan 
Siang Sun said. 

He declined to detail the pro- 


posals. 

Rioters armed with iron bars, 
staves and stones fought police 
who teaigassed and beat 'them 
while halting a march from the 
mosque to tiie centre of Kota Kin- 
abalu, witnesses saxL . 

“It’s open riot,” said one wit- 
ness whose car was among those 
wrecked by the rioters. 

Repo rters stud many dem- 
onstrators seemed to be Htipinos. 

The Muslims, who had been 
taunting police and jeering at pas- 
sera*#. ran amok after anti-riot 
squads fobbed up to 30 tear gas 
canisters at them. 




Israel to check Wood 
banks for AIDS 


TEL AVIV (R) - Israel will 



unijwn** 1 * ■ 

signs of AIDS and will set is- . 
njes to diagnose sufferers of the 

khler disease, health cfficiafe have . 

said. They said 23 cases of Aoq- • ' 1 

uired Immune Deficieney Syn-_ 4* 
drome (AIDS) had been reported- 
in Israel. Tests to detect' ant- 
ibodies formed after contact with ^ 
the AIDS virus wfll be carried out 
at the Central Blood Bank mTd ' ‘ ' 

Aviv and at major hospitals, and * 

examination of suspected AIDS 
sufferers will be offered at seven j . 


dinks from April 15. 


China executes 

policeman for rape 


PEKING (R) — A Chinese pol- 
iceman has been executed for 
fraud, corruption and raping 
women at gunpoint, the local new- 
spaper in Xian. Central . China, 
reported. The official Sha a n x i 
Daily said Li Zeyang. 47, was shot 
on Satouday. Itsaid U misused his 
position, “sometimes brazenly 
using his handgun” to rape eight 
women and “obscenely hum- 
iliate” three others. 


L . i* 




fro* 


» 

L. - 


Prospector stumbles 
on $lm diamond* 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — A 
Brazilian gold prospector ret- 
urning home from work stumbled 
on a stone the size of an egg which 
.turned out to be a diamond worth 
il mflKm i, officials have said. 
They said the prospector>boss t as 
the man in charge of thefidkLwiB 
keep the Son’s share cff .tbe find. 
The gem was found- on' Statufday 
on a farm in Canno Do Paranaiba, 
a town in the south-western stale 
pf Minas Gerais. 


Antibiotics make 
Chinese children deaf: 


PEKING (R) — Hundreds dr 
Chinese children have been 
ned into deaf, mutes by excej 
antibiotics administered by 
onmt medical workers, die China 
Daily said Wednesday. Itsaid 948 
children at Shanghai's school foe 
the deaf and mute had had their 
speech and hearing damaged thr- 
ough improper medical treatment 
and the rate of drug-induced han- 
dicap in the city had risen ten-fold 
since the 1950s. 


* 5 y-f 


Teacher jailed for 
student’s death 


TSUCHIURA, Japan (R) — A 
former high school teacher was 
jailed for three years for causing 
the death of a 16-year-old student 
in a dispute over a hairdryer. The 
court was told that Kazunori 
Amamori kicked and beat Tos- 
hinao Takahashi at a hotel bec- 
ause he took a hair dryer on a sch- 
ool excursion. The student later 
died in hospltal. The school had 
ordered students not to take hair 
dryers on die trip. Amamori was 
dismissed as a teacher. 
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Woman pleads not 
guilty to 
breast- baring 
charge 


S f 


T \j 


SYDNEY (R) — A woman all- 
eged to have bared her breasts at 
Queen Elizabeth appeared . in 
court Wednesday wearing a jum- 
psuit open to the waist and ple- 
aded oot guilty. Francesca DTEsp- 
iney, 43, is charged with offensive 
behaviour and assaulting a pol- 
icewoman on March 5 when she is 
alleged to have exposed her bre- 
asts to the queen and Prince Philip 
outside Sydney’s Opera House 
during the oouple’s 12-day Aus- 
tralian tour. Counsel for D’Esp-' 
iney told Magistrate Bruce Brown 
that he was haying trouble getting 
a certain witness from England 
His client would tiie cha- 

rges, he added. Brown remanded 
D’Espiney for a hearing on Aug. 
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Toilet seat price 
drops from $317 to $1 




v. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Tbe bot- 
tom dropped out <£ the toilet seat 
business as Lockheed Coip cut the 
price on its jet toilet seat from. 
5317 to 51. A Loddaeed spo- 
kesman said the item, which fta- 
tagou critics had pointed to as a 
symbol of government waste, had 
been discounted to .“take toilet - 
seats oitt of the jjeatiEnes*” At’ 
issue was tiie cost of foiet seat . 
covets for the airforce C-5 jettfa^ 
nsporL The items wrae .origktafly 
priced at S3I7 each but were red-. 
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investigation. . 
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